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The Hawks had a public scrimmage. They let me in, too. I don’t want to make too much of a camp 
scrimmage but I was so happy to see competitive professional basketball again I have to make some 
observations even if they end up meaning nothing.

•

Nice crowd at Philips–the Hawks put it at 2,500. The fans were into it. “That felt great to see that,” Josh 
Smith said. “The fans are really anticipating this season and looks like they are really excited to see 
something special we are putting together.” 

•

The fans saw a scrimmage that was cleaner than any I’ve seen at camp. That doesn’t mean it was very 
good. “Overall, it was OK,” Larry Drew said. “But we still have a ways to go.” 

•

Joe Johnson (13 points, three rebounds, seven assists, very very unofficially) looked like he could go 
out and play 40 good minutes right now. He scored effortlessly, made his 3-pointers, defended with vigor 
and generally showed the young guards in camp what an All-Star talent in top form looks like. “I didn’t 
know when the lockout would end, and I just wanted to come in in great game shape,” he said. “If you 
come in in good shape, everything else takes care of itself.” 

•

Joe said he’s down to about 236 pounds after weighing as much as 247 last season. “I feel a little faster, 
more durable,” he said. “I am going to try to keep it down.” 

•

“He’s playing really well,” L.D. said. “He’s having one of his best camps that I’ve seen him. He looks 
comfortable. He’s picking and choosing his spots. I think having guys like Tracy [McGrady], [Jerry] 
Stackhouse and [Vladimir] Radmanovic out there, I think he feels a comfort level with those guys 
because he knows those guys have been in the trenches.” 

•

Jeff Teague (16 points, four rebounds, one assist) pushed the pace and got to the rim whenever he 
wanted. Finishing was another matter. Teague tends to have tunnel vision while heading to the basket, 
which isn’t so bad because it means he’s being aggressive. However, he will draw a lot of defensive 
attention and he’s playing alongside scorers now so probably good to look for them. 

•

Josh Smith (10 points, six rebounds, two assists) was off and running every chance he got (though he, 
too, had some trouble finishing at the rim). He’s definitely faster but probably sacrificed some strength.

•

Smith said he will have to change his approach to playing in the post: “I’m doing pretty good with that. I 
have just got to make sure I am low at all times and be able to create the contact and not wait for it. I’ve 
got to be ready for guys like Derrick Favors, Zach Randolph, Amar’e Stoudemire, all those guys who 
are strong down low.” 

•

Pape Sy (two points, two rebounds) didn’t make many shots but was aggressive with the ball and made 
some good decisions when he got to the basket. He threw down an alley oop dunk on a lob from J.J. 
“He’s very athletic,” Drew said. “He can get up and down the loor, he’s got a good body on him. He’s a 
really hard driver, too. He puts his head down he usually gets to the rim.” 

•

I’ve heard Keith Benson (10 points, four rebounds) has struggled during camp but he had his moments 
tonight. He’s got a smooth mid-range J, which was expected. He also showed no fear with banging in 
the paint for rebounds and post position, which were good signs for his development. 

•

McGrady (two points, two rebounds) never really seemed into it. Stackhouse (four points, two rebounds) 
competed hard on D and running off screens but the first step is lacking and the jumper wasn’t falling. 

•

Vladimir Radmanovic (three steals, two blocks) showed that he can at least hold his own on defense. 
He’s got quick hands and anticipates plays well. 

•

Al Horford (seven points, four rebounds, three steals) tried to work on his post game but he ended up 
mostly going to the spinning fadeaway Js. Those are the moves Brandon Bass and Joakim Noah 
anticipated and disrupted. I didn’t see him try to drive much, either. 

•

Drew said Magnum Rolle suffered a foot injury while playing in Korea over the summer. That helps 
explain why Rolle looked out of shape early in camp. He’s got good size and was making smooth 
jumpers. “I like his size, I like his length,” Drew said. “He’s a guy that hopefully he can keep getting 
better. You can throw him the ball down there and he can do something on the block.” 

•

I thought Brad Wanamaker (nine points, three assists) and Donald Sloan (five points, three assists) 
both looked pretty good. Both players are solidly built. 

•

Wanamaker is the crafty combo guard.”He’s a tough kid,” Drew said. “Very steady. He’s got some 
bulldog in him. I like that about him. He doesn’t back down. He’s a competitor.” 

•
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Sloan is the speedy one, especially for his size (6-3, 205). He looks the part to play in the league. “I think 
he has the talent, I think he has the body,” Drew said. “All of the essentials needed at the guard position, 
I think he possesses those. He can knock down shots, he’s good on the pick-and-roll, he’s a distributor.” 

•

Zaza Pachulia (seven points, six rebounds) did what he does: He went hard to the basket and didn’t 
finish particularly well but drew fouls and kept collecting his own rebounds because he competes. 

•

Jason Collins did not play. •
Shout out to Hawks PR staffer Jason Roose for supplying the unofficial stats. •

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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