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Notes and quotes from a real, live NBA camp . . . 

Here is the full camp roster, minus Vladmir Radmanovic, who was signed tonight. •
I guess he’s the 3-point shooter that both L.D. and Smoove said the Hawks need. “We need a for real, 
for real knock-down shooter,” Josh said. “I’m not asking for Kyle Korver, but a guy who can just spread 
the floor and just knock the shot down.” 

•

Radmanovic, 31, is still a legit 3-point threat: He shot 43.1% (70/173) on 3s last season for GSW. He’ll 
be spotting up at the 3-point line: 54.4% of his FGA were 3s, and 74.5% of his total FGs were assisted. 
According to Synergy Sports Technology, 40.2% of Radmanovic’s offensive plays were spot-ups and his 
1.08 points per possession on those plays ranked 70th in the league. 

•

More positives: Radmanovic had an above-average assist rate last season. The Warriors allowed 3.42 
points fewer per 100 possessions with Radmanovic on the floor, according to Basketballvalue.com. 
Some of that probably can be attributed to Golden State’s bench players playing better D than its 
starters, who play very little. 

•

But Vladi had two good box score rates: blocked shots and steals, according to Hoopdata.com. His 
rebounding rate was poor for his size, though, and he had a high turnover rate. 

•

If J.J.’s 3-point numbers get back to their career norms then the Hawks will have a couple shooters that 
defenders must respect. As long as Al, Smoove or T-Mac are on the floor they’ll also have some good 
rebounders to collect the misses. 

•

Rick Sund drafted Radmanovic in Seattle with the No. 12 overall pick in the 2001 draft. •
Dang, I got carried away. Sorry. Enough about Vladi. •
The other day Al said he wanted to hear what plans the team had to improve. What did he find out? “I 
still don’t know,” he said. “I don’t know where we are at with that. I’ve been one of the main guys saying 
we need to bring back Jamal. I think we are supposed to get another big here and I am waiting to see 
who and what it’s going to be.” 

•

Me, too. Every team always wants quality bigs, and there aren’t many of them. That means they don’t 
come cheaply, and if the Hawks really are going to round out their roster with budget buys, it’s going to 
be tough to find a good one in free agency. Trading Smoove or Al leaves a gaping hole on the front line, 
so that really wouldn’t make sense. And I don’t see Marvinor an injured Hinrich getting the Hawks back 
a starting-caliber center. 

•

Twin should be at practice Saturday morning. “I saw him earlier this summer and he’s in even better 
shape now,” Al said. “I’m excited for him to be back here.” 

•

It’s interesting that Al, Josh and J.J. all pretty strongly stated what the Hawks need. As Joe put it: “What 
we’ve got now is solid” but they need more. 

•

“More than anything, some help down low,” Joe said. “Guys to help out Josh and Al and Zaza, whether 
it’s a banger or a long athletic guy who can come in and give those guys a breather.” 

•

Al said the Hawks especially need quality players on the bench to deal with the frantic schedule: “The 
way to do it is, it has to be with depth. We have to have a lot of guys playing. There are a lot of games 
coming at you fast.” 

•

The Hawks need another point guard. Right now, L.D. said Pape Sy is running No. 2 and T-Mac will 
play some point forward. He said he likes undrafted rookie Donald Sloan. “We are kind of feeling our 
way,” L.D. said. “We will wait and see what we hear and see if anything falls through the cracks [in free 
agency].” 

•

L.D. said there’s still a chance the Hawks will re-sign Jamal: “Absolutely. It has not been totally ruled out. 
Until they come to me and say, ‘We absolutely, positively won’t be able to bring him back,’ then I will 
have to live with that. But I don’t think that’s the case at this point. I still think there is hope.” 

•

It sounds like the budget squeeze has started. •
Hinrich said he injured his shoulder a few years back. It recently developed a cyst which started to rub 
against a nerve, so he had the surgery. 

•

Josh on the reasoning behind slimming down to his rookie weight: “I played multiple positions last year. 
Playing the four for three years I had to play with a certain amount of weight to withstand that contact 
and playing those guys down low and matching their physicality. If I’m going to be a more versatile 

•
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player this year and be more mobile and get around those screens, then I need to get back to the weight 
I was accustomed to playing with when I first got in league.” 
“He really came in and impressed everybody,” Al said of Smoove. “You can see it out there. He looks a 
lot leaner. He’s running better.” 

•

Some of my blog people always ask why I don’t report about what Josh worked on in the offseason. 
Well, here’s the way he usually answers: “I always work on my game. So it was nothing specific. I 
concentrated on every aspect.” 

•

Josh on his mindset considering the trade speculation: “I’m here and I’m ready to play. I’m excited the 
lockout is over with and I’m ready to be a part of this ball club. I want to get things accomplished this 
year more than we ever have. I think we have the team to do it with a little bit more added pieces. I just 
want us to know we are able to play with any team on the court. We have to know it and believe it and 
we can do it at all times.” 

•

T-Mac said he picked the Hawks because of their potential: “I look forward to playing with all these guys. 
I know how hard they worked and what they’ve accomplished over the years.” 

•

L.D. said T-Mac “is going to want to be out there all the time” but he will be careful about not wearing 
him down. “That’s how I plan on using him is getting him in his sweet spot and let him make plays. He 
still has the ability to do that. ” 

•

L.D. on T-Mac vs. Jamal: “He and Jamal bring two totally different elements to table. Jamal is a gunner. 
He’s a guy that can put points on the board in a hurry. That’s who he is. Tracy can still score the ball. 
He’s a really good passer. So it’s going to be interesting to see how the guys play off of him.” 

•

Stack is in camp. “He’s an old pro,” Drew said. “He is a guy that he knows how to play his position. He 
really looks good like he’s in shape. He’s moving real well. He brings veteran leadership to the ball club. 
I am really going to give him a very close look. I had him before in Detroit. If you put a guy like him in the 
mix with what we have, it could be a good mix.” 

•

L.D. has to balance the need to get his team in shape during a short camp against the reality of the 
brutal schedule that awaits: “You want the guys to be in shape you just have to be careful how you go 
about doing it. I am going to have to gradually get them into shape and hopefully by Dec. 27 everybody 
will be ready to go.” 

•

L.D. on Teague: “I am really excited for Jeff. I really think this kid is going to build off what he did last 
year in playoffs.” 

•

There were a lot of jokes about Marvin standing upright. “I haven’t felt this good in a long time,” he said. •
L.D. said he’d still like to have Damien back but sounds as if Damien has other plans. •
Kito signed his deal.•
L.D. on the games against Miami and Chicago early in the season: “That’s a great test. I told the guys 
that is the perfect time to play teams like that is at the beginning. Teams are still trying to find their way. 
New players, new faces, new systems, that type thing. It will give us some indication where we are as a 
team. I think that will set the tone for the rest of the season.”

•

“I just hope these guys are ready to accept the challenge that lies ahead,” Drew said. “I think we crossed 
a big hurdle last year when we beat Orlando, but I think we got a little satisfied after that series and 
going into the Chicago series and lost some of the hunger. We beat Orlando, now let’s cross that hurdle 
of some of those teams that finished higher than us. It’s a challenge and I just hope our guys will stand 
up to it.” 

•

Man, I’m sleepy. Check in with you in the morning, blog people.•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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