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Basketball preseason highlighted by Tip-Off Breakfast and 
Hardwood Hysteria 

by From staff reports  
10.31.11 - 11:57 pm 

November is here, which means a 
return to the hardwood for the 
University of West Georgia men's and 
women's basketball teams. 
 
The women's squad will play its one 
and only exhibition game of the season 
tonight in Athens against the 
University of Georgia. 
 
"With exhibition games it's about your 
team and not so much what the other 
team does. Georgia's a great team, 
they're preseason ranked 13th in the 
country, second in the SEC, they're 
looking at making a run to the Elite 
Eight," women's coach Scott 
Groninger said. "You want to be 
competitive, you want to compete and 
you want to play hard." 
 
The Wolves graduated just two seniors 
in Thomassian Wyatt and Anelia 
Murray, but also lost post presence 
Monica Williams as the senior 
transfered to Ouachita Baptist in the 
off-season and Jacksonville State 
transfer JaDechia Hill to a season-
ending Achilles injury. 
 
The exhibition will give Groninger a 
chance to see what he has left, 
including his five new freshman before 
opening the season on the road against 
Montevallo on Nov. 15. 
 
"It's been difficult. Not only did we 
lose Monica late, but JaDechia Hill 
ruptured her Achilles tendon, we 
literally have no post players which 
makes it challenging. The freshmen are 
all going to have to step up. They're all 
going to get opportunities and those 
who step up are going to continue to 
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get opportunities. You just don't know 
what you're going to get until you play with the lights on," Gronginger said. 
 
The men will have a more extensive preseason as they will adjust to life without 
Deion Sims and Justin Cummings. 
 
West Georgia will open on Wednesday at Kennesaw State, followed by a 
Thursday meeting with Jacksonville State. 
 
The Wolves will then return home for the first exhibition game played at The 
Coliseum against Carver on Nov. 7. 
 
Following the home exhibition game the Wolves will host its Inaugural Tip-Off 
Breakfast on Nov. 8 at 7:30 a.m. on The Coliseum floor. 
 
The keynote speaker for the event will be Atlanta Hawks Executive Vice 
President and General Manager Rick Sund who will address the fans that attend 
the event. Tables and individual tickets for the Tip-Off Breakfast are available. 
Tables for eight are priced at $500, while individual tickets are $60 each. Also, 
person purchasing a table will be qualified for a raffle for a golf trip to historic 
Firestone Golf Club in Akron, Ohio. Also, other raffle opportunities will be 
available, as well. 
 
All proceeds from the event will benefit the West Georgia Athletic Fund — 
WGAF) — which supports all of UWG Athletics and its 12 intercollegiate sports. 
 
"This has been in the works for quite some time, and we are really thrilled to get 
the Hawks’ point man to Carrollton,” UWG coach Michael Cooney said. “Rick 
and his management team have done a great job of turning the Hawks’ franchise 
into a playoff contender. He is a fantastic executive and someone from whom we 
can all learn.” 
 
The season opens up for UWG on the road in Atlanta for the SIAC/GSC 
Challenge where the Wolves will take on Morehouse and Clark-Atlanta Nov. 11 
and 12. 
 
The preseason will wrap up with Hardwood Hysteria on Nov. 14 where both 
teams will be introduced, students will receive T-shirts and win other prizes.  
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