
 

Marvin waiting out the NBA lockout 

Bremerton's Williams healthy, waiting to get back on court

By Nathan Joyce 

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

The NBA lockout is starting to weigh on Marvin Williams.

The seventh-year small forward for the Atlanta Hawks is having some trouble passing 

the time. He's even taken up tennis.

"I'm awful," said Williams, who was a high school All-American at Bremerton.

Not that passing time is hard work when you have the means of an NBA player.

Saturdays are spent indulging his love for college football. That SEC showdown two 

weeks ago pitting No. 1 LSU and No. 2 Alabama? He was there.

"It was nuts," he said. "I've never seen anything like it."

He went to the Boise State at Georgia season opener. He's seen Georgia Tech (as 

they are in Atlanta) and Mississippi State. He even flew home to watch Washington 

beat California. He doubled up that weekend and saw the Seahawks beat the 

Cardinals.

So, yeah, he's found ways to fill the hours.

How many more he'll have to fill is up in the air. The lockout has turned ugly; the 

season is in doubt.

"It's getting crazy," Williams said. "I think guys are on the edge of our seats right now."

Williams, who won an NCAA title in his only year at North Carolina, said he's stayed 

mainly on the sidelines and is waiting it out. His knowledge of the situation comes from 

reading what's in the media, he said.

"I guess, ultimately, at the end of the day, I want to play basketball," he said. "It's not 

just my job; it's what I love to do."

Williams should be several games into the season. He's confident he'll play this 

season.

"I still think there will be a season," he said Tuesday.
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The lockout wasn't a complete loss for Williams, 25. He had back surgery in June and 

spent his entire summer recovering. He's used the extra time to get back in shape.

Williams had a disc in his back pushing into a nerve. It would make a leg go numb at 

random times.

Williams' dad, Marvin Williams Sr., said his son has walked bent over for several years. 

He never told anybody about the pain.

"The doctors said, 'I don't know how he's tolerated it this long,'" Marvin Sr. said.

The last two years, Williams averaged just over 10 points and about five rebounds per 

game. The two yeas before that, his averages were closer to 14 points and six 

rebounds.

The recovery required a lot of down time. Williams was allowed to take walks and that 

was it. His doctor didn't even want him going up and down the stairs in his house.

"I had never been inactive for that period of time," Williams said.

Since the lockout precluded him access to the Hawks' medical staff or equipment, he 

went back to Chapel Hill, N.C., to rehab at North Carolina.

He was cleared to play in early September. It was rough getting back in shape as he 

played several times a day.

"I couldn't breathe," he said.

Now that he's healthy, and not walking bent over, people think he's grown, Marvin Sr. 

said.

The extra time has allowed him to get healthy and back in shape. Williams said he's 

ready to go once the lockout is lifted. He has two years remaining on his contract for 

just under $16 million. He has an option for a third at $7.5 million.

"It's been a blessing," Wiliams said, noting that some players are getting time with 

family they don't normally get.

"I think he's more eager to get back on the court and show everybody he's the old 

Marvin," Marvin Sr., said.
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