
 

Retiring Keith  

Benson's jersey  

number an easy call  

for Oakland coach  

Greg Kampe 

 
 Oakland coach Greg Kampe didn't spend  

long pondering whether to retire former  
Golden Grizzlies star Keith Benson's  
number. 
 
The program's retired numbers have always  
centered on milestones, and Benson, who  
starred at OU in 2007-11, certainly  
qualified. 
 
"Scott Bittinger (No. 5, 1984-88) was our  
first All-American, Rawle Marshall (No. 1,  
2002-05) was our first pro, and Keith  
Benson was our first draftee," Kampe said,  
setting up tonight's halftime ceremony  
where Benson's No. 34 will rise in the  
O'Rena, framed by the 9 p.m. Oakland- 
Tennessee game on ESPNU. 
 
"I thought that doing it right away was  
important, because you don't know what's  
going to happen," Kampe said. "He's a  
two-time Summit League player of the  
year; we've never had that before. We won  
back-to-back championship tournaments  
and regular seasons; we never did that. He  
had a lot of other people help, but in my  
mind here's a guy that helped us do all this  
stuff. 
 

 "We needed to make the move and we  
needed to do it right now." 
 
Benson, the 6-foot-11 center who went  
from an average player at Birmingham  
Detroit Country Day to the Atlanta Hawks'  
second-round draftee in June, No. 48  
overall, will attend tonight's ceremony. He  
holds the Summit League's all-time blocked  
shots record with 371 and is the only  
player in league history with at least 1,500  
points, 1,000 rebounds and 300 blocks. 
 
"It's not something I thought about when I  
first came," Benson said. "I was just trying  
to get better and better. I never thought I'd  
be up there as one of the best people who  
have come through there." 
 
Although Benson said he's not the type to  
cry, he'll be especially proud to have his  
mother, Janice Hale, by his side tonight to  
share the moment. She has gone through  
the evolution of his basketball career with  
him, and he wants to share this honor. 
 
The timing for the ceremony couldn't be  
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 better. 
 
Benson only lasted month or so with the  
Italian team Sassari after signing a contract  
and has been working out in the Detroit  
area ever since, preparing for the end of  
the NBA lockout. 
 
Tonight's game holds special meaning, as  
he said his most memorable experience  
was last season's upset win at Tennessee,  
gaining Oakland national attention for a  
night. 
 
He still needs to sign a professional  
contract and make the Hawks' roster, but  
he has needed to earn his way before and  
did, shown by tonight's event. 
 
"We did a lot for the name of the school  
and for people to know who we are in the  
tournament twice because people had to  
put it on the bracket," Benson said. "So I  
think it sticks in people's minds. ... My  
class, I think we did a lot." 
Contact Mark Snyder: msnyder@freepress. 
com. 
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