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The Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena employees give 
back in Gwinnett

#NORCROSS -- Gwinnett's Great Days of Service was welcomed 
with cooler weather, sunny skies and a light breeze for volunteers Friday morning. Members of the Atlanta Hawks and Philips 
Arena certainly appreciated it as they donated their time and labor at the Rainbow Village of Norcross.

#"We've got a good group out here, really trying to lend a helping hand," Atlanta Hawks head coach Larry Drew said. "It looks like 
they're really enjoying themselves."

#With a group of more than 50 people, the volunteers tackled messy yard work for the home used for transitional housing located 
off of North Norcross Tucker Road. They separated into smaller teams to weed the gardens, spread fresh mulch, plant new 
flowers, rake the leaves, sweep the porches, clean around the playground and more.

#"What these guys can do in a couple hours would probably take a week or two because we only have two gentleman doing this 
type of work," said Lynnette Ward, Community Resource Director of Rainbow Village. "I know I'm excited to have them here to 
beautify and spruce the area up and get it looking like a home."

#Although there weren't any players participating at the event because of the NBA lockout, Drew, assistant coach Nick Van Exel 
and general manager Rick Sund were there getting dirty. The president of Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena Bob Williams also left 
his suit at home for jeans and a T-shirt to give back to the community.

#"We have been doing community service programs since the Atlanta Hawks have been in Atlanta, but we've decided to formalize 
our efforts by taking one day each month and going to where our fans live, work and play to try to make a difference in people's 
lives," Williams said.

#Season ticket holders, Philips Arena employees and the voice of the Atlanta Hawks, Steve Holman helped clear leaves from the 
yard, update the flower beds and pull weeds from the ground.

#They weren't the only ones. Around 150 other employees and members of the Atlanta Hawks and Philips Arena were also 
participating in the Great Days of Service. They were divvied up into three other groups scattered around Lawrenceville helping 
more organizations in need.

#"This is our first day of service in Gwinnett, but we'll be back," Williams said. "A lot of our fans live out here in Gwinnett and we 
want to create opportunities where we're serving the communities that serve us."
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