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Hawks fans can learn from greener arena

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

5:46 p.m. Saturday, October 29, 2011 

The Hawks’ home court nestles in the NBA’s first “green” arena. Philips Arena vice president for 

operations Barry Henson headed the push for sustainability, which even involves a local farmer. 

We started watching what other venues were doing for greening and sustainability. It’s possible to buy 

green power credits, but just doing that is like buying your way out of doing something good. We wanted 

to do the right thing in our building and also achieve something that could translate to our corporate 

sponsors. 

LEED, or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, is an internationally recognized green-

building certification system that seemed like the right fit. We found we could take better advantage of 

some of the building’s original features and materials, add some energy-saving features and make some 

operational changes to make a difference. 

We are a company that will take on a challenge. 

If it was easy to do all this, it wouldn’t be as rewarding or worthwhile doing it. 

First and foremost, we stopped using harsh chemicals to clean our building. We can provide sanitary 

conditions without bleach and ammonias that both deteriorate finishes and surfaces and cause problems 

for people. Our paper products have high-recycled content and most are compostable. 

We increased the number of recycled containers in the building. You can hit one from just about 

anywhere. A company picks up all of our food waste. It is composed locally, then hauled to a local farm 

to help grow more food. 

We retrofitted the whole arena’s 34-watt fluorescent tubes — in all the offices, dressing rooms, 

concession stands — with Philips’ new 25-watt tube. Philips’ LED lighting helped us cut total wattage in a 

business suite from 300 watts to 30 watts. 

In remodeling our business suites, we recovered, repaired or found a new home for the old furniture. 

Habitat for Humanity took granite countertops and old TVs to their ReStores. New Philips TVs use a 

quarter of the power of the old ones. 

To reduce water use by half, we installed aerators on every faucet. Our urinals flush with half a gallon, 

instead of a full gallon. 
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During concerts, we participate in “Rock and Wrap It Up,” a program that takes excess food from arenas 

and delivers it to people who are hungry. 

We became the first NBA arena to be LEED certified, but we’re not resting. Water recycling is one of the 

next steps we’re exploring. 

Fans can translate this in their homes, like taking hangers back to the dry cleaner. If you see an extra 

bottle of water at a sports event, recycle it so it won’t float down a storm sewer. Little things that everyone 

can do can make a big difference. 

-- Reported by Michelle Hiskey 
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