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When asked to pen a piece on our visit to Ground Zero back in 2001, I really didn't remember much 
about the details of the trip because there are very few members of the basketball staff and/or 
organization who were around from that era. What I do recall is how much then-General Manager Pete 
Babcock talked several times on wanting to visit the area and to give the players an opportunity to 
reflect and pay their respects to those who lost their lives during on that tragic day. 

Once I looked through several of the images from our trip (some of them which are shown here), a lot 
of what when into the planning, and where we visited, resonated once again. 

I certainly remember where I was when 9-11's chain of events went down, because our team offices at 
the time were located in CNN Center - the hub of a lot of activity. I didn't have my office TV on at the 
time, but I got a call from one of my younger brothers asking if I had heard the news about whether a 
plane had hit one of the towers, and I immediately flipped between the TODAY Show and CNN's 
coverage. After getting over the shock and amazement, and now realizing something serious was really 
happening, my attention turned to my older brother, Jim, who worked near the Trade Center area for 
the Travelers. Obviously, because of the phone problems, I wasn't able to reach him and other friends 
(many who worked for the NBA or NFL) and because of that, you were hit with many different emotions 
- anxiety, frustration, anger and despair - it ran the gamut (I don't remember how many hours or days it 
took for me to track down my brother, but I was never more thankful to hear his voice on the other end 
of the phone). You felt so helpless, because the nation was under attack for the first time ever, and 
while those events were developing in New York, you had no idea the strike to the Pentagon or the 
forced plane crash in Pennsylvania was next to come. 

Soon after those tragedies occurred, we got the word to head home, because none of us knew what 
the rest of the day would bring. Hell, for all we knew, CNN Center, with the worldwide reach of the 
network, could be a target for the terrorists. So home, despite the uncertainty of the day, brought a 
great deal of comfort - at least on one level. I'm sure you, like me and many others, were glued to the 
TV coverage and our Nation's response over the course of the day, and all I could do was offer up 
prayers for those impacted by the disaster and hope the loss of life was minimal. 

Once things settled down - but did they really ever settle down (?) - our country had to return to a sense 
of normalcy, and try as best we could to resume our daily routines. While we still had a few weeks to 
prepare for NBA training camps, I remember the league encouraging teams the opportunity to visit the 
Ground Zero location when they came to the city, and that's all Pete needed to hear. He would have 
been a great civics teacher, because he always loved to incorporate visits to historical sites on road 
trips. We toured the area of the J.F.K. assassination in Dallas once, the NORAD (North American 
Aerospace Defense Command) in Colorado Springs (also after the 9-11 events), and on a couple of 
other occasions, he took players to Indian reservations to teach the kids the game of basketball. So if 
there was a way to make this trip happen, we had Pete's full support. While I don't remember if 
everyone in our traveling party went to the site (we didn't want to make it â€˜mandatory' to force guys to 
go), we certainly encouraged those with us to take the time out of their schedule to do this. 

At the time of our trip, we were on a two-game roadie, having played in Milwaukee on November 24th 
and we flew into New York the next morning. As soon as we dropped our items off, we were on our 
way. 

Our first stop was to a fire station on the East Side, whose members were very active in the rescue 
mission on the 11th. The Engine 28, Ladder 11 crew was located on New York's Lower East Side in 
Alphabet City and they lost six of their group on 9-11. We brought along Hawks hats and t-shirts for the 
staff, and the team autographed a ball for the station to keep. It was tough hearing the stories from that 
day, as the men recalled the chain of events. "We bused in straight to the station from the airport," said 
Babcock, "and we spent a good deal of time talking to the members of their team. The chief had a hard 
time discussing the events of 9-11, it was very emotional for him, and after a few moments, others filled 
in with their accounts as to what happened that day. 
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"We talked with many of the firefighters in attendance, and the players asked a lot of questions, 
because obviously, things were still fresh in everyone's mind. While talking with Wally Blase (the 
Hawks' athletic trainer) prior to the trip, he asked if we could purchase tickets for one of the fire stations 
involved, and with the assistance of the Knicks, we were able to buy a block of 100 tickets and we 
distributed them to those at the station and other relief organizations in the area." 

From the fire station, and due to the great work of one member of the Knicks' security team, we were 
able to get extremely close to the Ground Zero location. As the night sky approach, there was a light 
mist in the air, and there were numerous lights beaming at the site from workers doing their respective 
jobs. The images were unforgettable. You could read some of the heartfelt messages on the fences 
that surrounded the site left by family and friends, and bundles of flowers were still evident as well. The 
smell of death was still apparent, and as Pete mentioned to me on last Thursday, it was surreal. 

"There was very little conversation when we got to the Trade Center location," Babcock continued. "I 
paid particular attention to the guys to see their reaction, but there was nothing but silence. I think 
everyone was overwhelmed by the destruction, because while it looked impactful on TV, the enormity 
of it was so much greater when you were standing there in person. While I don't remember any specific 
conversations from that night, I'm sure it made an impact on those in attendance." 

It had to. 

Much like on the following day - game day, the 25th - 
when All-Star center Shareef Abdur-Rahim was asked to 
ring the opening bell at the American Stock Exchange. 
While Abdur-Rahim worried if he would be booed, "I was 
worried that I wouldn't hit the bell hard enough and I'd 
hear about it", that didn't happen. He did listen intently 
when workers described what surrounded them on the 
events of 9-11 and how it was important to re-establish 
the Exchange and return operations to normal as quickly 
as possible. The spirit of the citizens of New York 
resonated with us over those two days and you marveled 
as they (and the rest of our country) didn't want the 
attackers to feel like they â€˜won'. 

As a Muslim, Abdur-Rahim felt it was important for those 
in his faith to respond to those who believe all Muslims 
had intentions of harm fellow Americans. In addition, he, 
along with several other NBA players created Rebound 
America, a project that committed funds to relief efforts based on their stats. For Abdur-Rahim, it was 
rebounds. He donated $100 for every board he pulled down. Abdur-Rahim didn't have to get involved, 
but he wanted to, and his charitable efforts continues to do good works here in Atlanta, so it wasn't 
surprising he wrote a message (see below) that explained who he was, and what he believed in after 
the tragic events that September.  

On September 11, 2001, the unimaginable happened in the attacks on New York and 
Washington. The days since have been trying times for everyone, especially for us 
Americans. This is not a time to turn against each other because of the differences in the 
color of our skin or the different views of our religions. It is a time to unite and provide each 
other with support. 
 
On September 17, President Bush visited the Islamic Center of Washington D.C. He was 
prompted to speak to Muslims in the wake of violent attacks committed against people of 
Middle Eastern descent and individuals who follow the religion of Islam. President Bush 
reminded the nation that all Americans deserve to be respected. He further stated that "the 
face of terror is not the true faith of Islam. That's not what Islam is all about. Islam is peace." 
 
I am proud to be an American and I am proud to be a Muslim. American citizenship carries 
with it many freedoms not enjoyed in many parts of the world, including freedom of religion-
the freedom to be Muslim. Born and raised in Atlanta and now playing for the Atlanta Hawks, 
I share in the country's renewed sense of patriotism, which is being exhibited so profoundly 
and proudly here in Atlanta. 
 
Last summer at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, I had the honor of representing the 
United States and with my teammates bringing home an Olympic Gold Medal. Being a 
member of the U.S. Olympic team was a life changing experience for me. I consider it the 
highlight of my athletic career. 
 
I am a patriotic American Muslim. And there are many, many more just like me here in 
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Still to this day, when I go back to the city and happen to be in that area, my mind wanders back to the 
events of 9-11 and what we saw on TV, then to what we witnessed in person. Those images will never 
be forgotten, and while it certainly changed the way we conduct our daily lives, the memories will affect 
us forever. We are a resilient Nation, and we've made tremendous progress since September 2001, yet 
we can only hope and pray that we never have to encounter a situation like 9-11 ever again.  

 

America. Many Muslims lost relatives and friends in the attacks and also are grieving for their 
loved ones. We must commit ourselves to helping everyone, regardless of religion, who is in 
need of our support. And above all, we must work toward establishing peace throughout the 
world. 
 
My family and I would like to express our deepest sympathy to those who lost loved ones in 
the tragic attacks in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania on September 11, and our 
admiration to the rescue workers and volunteers who responded so quickly. 
 
As we remember that painful day and those who died at the hands of individuals committed 
to violence, we must move forward to work together to prevent all violent acts that threaten 
the safety and security of all American citizens, including Muslims and those of foreign 
descent here in the U.S. 
 
We continue to offer our prayers and support. 
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