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by Jon Newberry  

September 11, 2001. Where were you when you first heard about the terrorist attacks?  

It is a common question, and everyone that is old enough to remember has a clear distinct answer, 
even ten years later.  

Atlanta Hawks head coach Larry Drew was in the nation's capital. He was preparing for his second 
season as an assistant with the Washington Wizards, and he was walking out the front door to head to 
practice when his wife pulled into the driveway in a bit of a frenzy. She had just dropped off their sons 
at school.  

"Oh my God, have you heard what's happening?" she said. "I just heard on the news that a plane just 
hit a tower in New York."  

The pair rushed back into the house just in time to see the second plane hit on the news. Immediately 
couple's thoughts turned to their kids and they headed out the door to get them from school.  

"Where the school was located, you could actually stand in the back and see the Pentagon," Larry 
recalled. "Right as we pulled up we could see the smoke. We walked to the side, walked to the back 
and could see the Pentagon in flames. At this time a lot of parents were coming to the school and 
grabbing their kids. Going back home we had to cross a bridge that ran not very far from the Pentagon. 
We could see the actual fireâ€¦ all the smoke, all the people panicking. Downtown was absolutely shut 
off. Everything had been put on lockdown."  

Even Coach Drew's sons (the oldest, Larry II, was 11 at the time) have vivid memories of the day.  

"They still remember. They talk about it. Being in D.C. and going to school there... Visibly seeing the 
Pentagon after the plane had hit.  

"Just that whole day... everything that had happened... it was a very sad day for all the people who lost 
their lives, lost their loved ones. Just a day that you'll never forget where you were."  

In the aftermath of 9/11 it was a struggle for many to return to their normal routine. For Larry Drew and 
the rest of the Wizards' coaching staff, there was a noticeably different tone as training camp began 
less than a month after the attacks.  

"It changed it completely," said Drew. "It was a topic every day... in the locker room, amongst the 
coaches. During training camp everyone is excited and looking forward to the upcoming season. 
Certainly, the chain of events that happened on 9/11 changed all of that. Basketball to me just took on 
a whole new meaning. It just didn't seem as important anymore. After what so many people were going 
through and how lives were affectedâ€¦ just how the world as a whole was affected."  

As fate would have it, the Wizards would open the 2001-02 season against the Knicks, playing the first 
regular season game at Madison Square Garden since 9/11. Add in the fact that it was Michael 
Jordan's first game with Washington in his second comeback from retirement and the heightened 
security of the game (and the whole season for that matter) was impossible to ignore.  

"It seemed very somber going into New York," Drew remembered. "They had contacted us to see if 
Michael would visit 'Ground Zero' just to show his face to all the workers that were there. I remember 
talking with him when he got back. He just said it was something that he had never seen before. 
Everything was just gray. Just from all the buildings falling, the concrete, everything was just gray... 
EVERYTHING. He was happy that he did it. He was happy that he was able to bring a little bit of a 
smile to all the workers that were there going through all the rubble and everything."  

That entire season, it seemed that the victims and their families, and the fragility of life and freedom 
were constantly on the minds of players and coaches.  

"During that season, I just remember before games there were always prayers," said Drew. "Just a 
reminder of all the innocent lives that were lost. That's something that will always be in my memory 
from that year."  
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Seeing the tragedy and loss of 9/11 changed the perspective of many Americans. Coach Drew was 
one of them.  

"Basketball, you know, we play the game," he said. "We love playing the game, and coaching the 
game. It is so secondary compared to what was happening, and what people were going through. 
People's lives were totally changed.  

"I hear that a lot. 9/11 was a huge wake-up call for everybody. We took a lot of things for granted. 
Everything now is a lot different. You hear players talk about it from time to time, about how they are a 
little bit more aware about where they go and their surroundings."  

Over the years there have been many stories about the events that took place on 9/11. Some are about 
tragedy and loss, and some are about heroism and courage. The one constant theme is that that day 
has deeply impacted all of our lives.  

"I was watching tv the other day," commented Drew, "and they were talking to one of the fireman that 
was one of the first to arrive. He had lost one of his brothers and a best friend. He started talking and 
he couldn't finish. Ten years later and he is still that affected by it."  

We are all still affected by the events of 9/11.  
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