
Atlanta Hawks guard 
Jeff Teague drives to 
the basket as he is 
guarded by Chris Nunn 
as the two played a little 
one-on-one between 
drills during the Jeff 
Teague Basketball Skills 
Camp at Highland on 
Saturday. The camp 
continues on Sunday 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and new campers are 
welcome. Don Knight / 
The Herald Bulletin 
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Teague’s camp instant 
hit 

(http://heraldbulletin.com/sports/x1443110118/Teague-s-
camp-instant-hit) 

More than 100 kids show up to learn from Hawks guard

By George Bremer
The Herald Bulletin (http://heraldbulletin.com) 

ANDERSON, Ind. — Excited young voices drowned out the pounding of basketballs 
Saturday afternoon in the auxiliary gymnasium at Highland Junior High School. 
 
And as the first day of the inaugural Jeff Teague Basketball Skills Camp came to an end, the 
players rushed to midcourt and surrounded the Atlanta Hawks guard. 
 
The crush was so strong some boys in the front row tumbled over from the pressure. 
Laughter immediately tore through the air. 
 
If Teague’s goal was to imbue these kids with the love of the game he first found as a 
youngster in Anderson, he’s off to a great start. 
 
“A lot of guys came out to support me,” Teague said, looking around the packed gym as 
campers continued to crowd ever nearer. “The kids had a lot of fun, and I had a lot fun with 
them.” 
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Teague wasn’t born in Anderson, but his game was. 
 
Some of his earliest basketball memories are of playing for the Anderson Warriors under 
coaches Terry Mayes and Willie Turner. 
 
And Teague, who starred at Indianapolis Pike and Wake Forest before being drafted by 
Atlanta, has strong ties to the city. 
 
His grandfather, John Teague Sr., was a three-sport star for the Indians during the 1950s, 
and his uncle John followed in those footsteps during the 1970s. His father, Shawn, and 
another uncle, Henry Johnson, were Indiana All-Stars while playing for Anderson in 1980. 
 
He remembers all four men telling him stories about playing in the Wigwam, and he was 
awestruck when he finally had the chance to attend a game in the old gym. 
 
“It was like historical for me,” he said Saturday. “It made me want to go to Anderson and 
have the opportunity to play there.” 
 
That wasn’t meant to be, however, with the family ensconced in Indianapolis. 
 
But his feelings for the Wigwam haven’t changed. 
 
“My dad told me (about the closing),” Teague said. “It was shocking to hear. That was one of 
the best high school gyms in the nation. To close it down is unreal.” 
 
The campers spent some time Saturday playing in another Anderson gym that holds a great 
deal of sentimentality. 
 
Robert E. Fuller Memorial Gymnasium is now home to Highland’s junior high teams, and 
one of the members of the Scots’ highly touted 2010-11 eighth-grade team got a brief 
opportunity to go one-on-one with Teague on his homecourt. 
 
Chris Nunn even attempted to dunk at one point, coming up just short. 
 
In an advance press release, camp director Ray Walker of Saving the Next Generation said 
Teague planned to be “up close and personal” with the kids. The game with Nunn was just 
one example of how true that statement was. 
 
“Conducting the camp in Anderson really says a lot about how Jeff was raised by his 
parents, Shawn and Carol,” Walker said in the same release. 
 
Among the men helping Teague conduct the camp Saturday was former Anderson High 
School star Troy Taylor, further cementing Teague’s connection with the city. 
 
About 121 local kids aged 7-14 participated on the first day, and several more came up with 
Teague from Indianapolis. 
 
The camp concludes today from 9 a.m. to noon. 
 
“We’re all having a really good time,” Teague said.
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