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To hear Rick Sund and Dave Pendergraft talk today, the Hawks have changed their thinking when it comes 

to second-round draft picks.

Don’t expect the Hawks to draft another international project and either leave him playing overseas (Sergey 

Gladyr) or banish him to the far end of the bench/D-League (Pape Sy). More likely they will target a collegiate 

senior and, Pendergraft says, they expect to buck the odds and find a useful player at No. 48.

“We are not approaching this like there is luck involved,” he said. “We are approaching it like, ‘This is our pick 

and somebody we expect to make our team.’ And hopefully, if there is an injury, you can plug [the rookie] in 

there and they will be able to help.”

Perhaps more significantly, the Hawks might finally be to the point where there doesn’t have to be an injury to 

to the rotation guys for young guys to play. Sure, that might happen by necessity with just seven players under 

(guaranteed) contract next season and no financial flexibility (under the current CBA), but it still would 

represent a change in direction for the organization.

Asked if there is room on the roster for a promising second-round pick to get minutes, Pendergraft said:”What 

you have to weigh is, if we take a collegiate player and he is put in the same situation as Josh Powell or Etan 

Thomas, could they do as well or better?”

The other question, of course, is if the coach would play a rookie who is as good as those guys, but one thing 

at a time.

Sund said the Hawks are likely to draft the best available talent.

“It’s safe to say that, but I’m not going to commit to it,” he said. “I think you look at it as a need that you have 

and the best talent and then you equate it. Is that talent significantly better than the need? If it’s close, you take 

the need.”

What do the Hawks need?

“We would like to get a little tougher,” Sund said. “Hinrich helped us in that area and that kind of trickled down 

to some of the other players. I always like shooting. Size, rebounding. All of those things. Maybe not one is 

more important than the other.”

What skills tend to translate best from college to pro?

“People that rebound in college generally rebound in the NBA, even if they don’t make it for [the long term],” 

Sund said. “If you are a good rebounder in college, generally a good rebounder at professional level. Or if you 

are a good shooter. Some guys may be good shooters but they need more time to get it off.”
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The Hawks aren’t releasing the names of the prospects they bring in for workouts. Sund’s explanation was that 

the workouts are not as significant since the Hawks don’t have a first-round pick. He said the players the team 

invited to Atlanta are simply those the Hawks didn’t get a chance to see at one of the three group workouts.

Pendergraft said the Hawks invited about 20 players. Most are college seniors and only three or four prospects 

are centers/power forwards.

“There’s probably been more swing players than ‘bigs’ simply because of supply and demand,” Pendergraft 

said. “There are not a lot of big guys.”

OK, blog people, take those clues provided by Sund and Pendergraft (college senior, tough rebounder or good 

shooter) and look at the list of prospects and see if you can narrow down the Hawks’ potential draftees.

Sund has hit on some value in the second-round before: He got both Earl Watson and Bobby Simmons in 

the 2000 draft for Seattle (and then traded Simmons for Predrag Drobnjak).

“The process in the second round, [since] the percentages aren’t all that high, is patience,” Sund said. “We ask 

a couple different questions. Does he have one NBA skill? Another is, does he have size? Or is there a player 

that is a little bit opposite of ‘Do they one NBA skill?’ and do they have multiple skills? A lot of those guys, like 

Bobby Simmons, are jacks-of-all-trades; they do a lot of things good but nothing necessarily great. Those 

players do have an opportunity to make it as—and I’m using this in a positive way—to have more of a 

journeyman status over the years.”

Notes

Sund on the possibility of trading into the first round: “This time of year there is always a lot of dialogue 
going on. There’s probably less [potential deals] with the uncertainty of the CBA and people unwilling to 
pull the trigger. There’s just as much dialogue but the uncertainty of the new collective bargaining might 
play into the timing issues.”

•

Pendergraft said Gladyr will play for the Ukranian national team in the European Championships this 
summer. The team is coached by Mike Fratello and is in Group D with Zaza’s Georgia national team. 
“This will be a good summer for [Gladyr],” Pendergraft said.

•

Pendergraft on Gladyr’s development: “If the NBA was a game of H-O-R-S-E you could bring him over 
now. But physically he needs to mature a little bit. Playing in the ACB in Spain, which is one of the better 
leagues, has been invaluable to him. It’s the fist time he’s really gotten structure. In the Ukraine their 
league just wasn’t as competitive. He’s only 21, so will he ever be an NBA player? I’m not ready to put a 
percentage on it. He can really shoot, though.”

•

Sy has been working out in Atlanta with Magnum Rolle. Those two plus the team’s draft pick are 
expected to participate in a minicamp at Philips later this month.

•

Pendergraft said the workout sessions so far have been better because of the prospects’ circumstances. 
“In the past we are sitting here [picking] in late teens or late 20s and you bring guys to your gym and 
they’ll come but you know in the back of their minds [they think], ‘Oh, well, I’m not falling that far.’ And 
now we’ve got guys coming in, they know they are second-rounders and it doesn’t matter where [the 
money] it’s all the same. It’s been refreshing the guys that have come in here have busted their tails.”

•

Pendergraft on older prospects: “Most college seniors there is going to be some physical changes, 
maturation. Not like [with] real young guys but be some. Not all four-, five-year players are ‘what you see 
is what you get.’”

•

There was a time when it looked like the Hawks might have a shot at drafting center prospect Jeremy 
Tyler at No. 48. He’s the guy who skipped his senior year of high school (while spurning my Cards), 
went to Israel, and ended up in Japan. But Tyler apparently helped himself in meetings with teams and 
now should be gone when the Hawks pick. “We interviewed him in Chicago,” Pendegraft said. “Having 
never spoke to that young man before, he really had his act together.”

•
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