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ATLANTA -- An NBA source told WSB Channel 2 sports director Zach Klein that Hawks general manager 
Rick Sund will return next season.

Sund signed a 3-year contract in May of 2008 with an option for a fourth year. At the conclusion of the 

season, the franchise informed Sund the option would be picked up.

In his three years in Atlanta, the Hawks have reached the Eastern Conference Semi-Finals every year and 
have averaged close to 50 wins per season.

Following the 2010 playoffs where they were swept by the Orlando Magic, the Hawks did not offer head 
coach Mike Woodson a new contract and decided to go in a new direction by promoting assistant Larry 
Drew. “Over the last few years, a number of teams have had success hiring from within and we feel he is 
more than ready for the challenge,” said Sund when Drew was hired on June 8, 2010.

Sund also gave his stamp of approval to the re-signing of Joe Johnson to a maximum contract worth just 
north of $123 million. Johnson had his least productive season since 2005 in scoring (17.7 ppg), his worst 
3-point shooting season (29.7%) since his rookie year of 2001 and the fewest rebounds per game (4.0) 
since 2002.

The Hawks are on the hook for the following figures for Johnson over the next five seasons.

2011-12 = $18,038,573

2012-13 = $19,752,645

2013-14 = $21,455,718

2014-15 = $23,180,790

2015-16 = $24,894,863

Other notable decisions under Sund’s watch:

• 2008 – Matched a five-year, $58- million offer sheet the Memphis Grizzlies to Josh Smith.

• 2009 – Re-signed forward Marvin Williams to a five year, $38 million dollar contract.

• 2010 – Traded rookie Jordan Crawford, Mike Bibby, Mo Evans and a 2011 first-round pick for 30-year-old 
Kirk Hinrich and Hilton Armstrong

Smith has improved his scoring and defensive rebounding each year since 2008, but has fallen in love with 
the long distance jumper. After attempting zero 3-pointers in 2009, Smith launched 154 in 2010.

Williams has turned into a role player who averaged his fewest minutes since his rookie year of 2005. He 
averaged 3.5-points in the playoff series against the Bulls, including a total of two points over the course of 
the final three games.

Hinrich seemed to have found his groove before a groin injury forced him to miss the entire series against 
Chicago. He started 28 of the 30-games, but in his absence against the Bulls, Jeff Teague had his coming 
out party.
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Jamal Crawford, Eton Thomas, Jason Collins, Josh Powell, Hilton Armstrong, Pape Skye and Damien Wilkins 

all saw their contracts run out.

Crawford is by far the biggest name of this group and might have shot his way out of Atlanta. He struggled 
defensively and had his worst scoring season since 2005. Against the Bulls, Crawford was 4-23 (17%) from 
3-point country.

Crawford, who has said he wants to stay in Atlanta, had a great chance impress Sund this season, but was 
a non-factor in some of the team’s biggest games. 
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