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Grime pays for Bulls 

They're happy with down-and-dirty Game 2 win over Hawks 

By K.C. Johnson, Tribune reporter 

11:10 PM CDT, May 4, 2011 

The Bulls, almost certainly taking a cue from Tom 
Thibodeau, first started using the word as far back as 
training camp. 
 
Grimy, players would say. We want to be known as a 
team that can be grimy and win ugly games. 
 
Ugly never looked more beautiful than on Wednesday 
night at United Center. 
 
In a game long on effort and short on aesthetics, the 
Bulls downed the Hawks 86-73, evening their Eastern 
Conference semifinal series at one game apiece. Game 3 
is Friday night in Atlanta. 
 
"As long as we win, we don't care how it looks," Carlos 
Boozer said. "I think our defense and rebounding were great." 
 
They needed to be on a night the Bulls shot just 39.3 percent and committed 14 turnovers. Eight of those 
came from Derrick Rose, who should be thankful he didn't drop the most valuable player trophy he 
received pregame. 
 
They received another uninspired outing from Boozer, who missed 8 of 12 shots and was booed 
throughout despite nearly salvaging a double-double with eight points and 11 rebounds. 
 
They looked bumbling often on offense, rarely got into transition and settled again for too many 
jumpers, going just 5-for-22 from 3-point land. That included 7 of 8 misses from Rose. 
 
"I want to see him attack," Thibodeau said. "He has to get to the line more. We have to create more 
space and play with more pace. When he gets in the open floor, he has seams and can get to the rim." 
 
The Bulls did return to the hustling, rebounding, defensive machine that defined them during the season. 
The Bulls limited the Hawks to 33.8 percent shooting and outrebounded them 58-39, thanks in large part 
to a huge night from Joakim Noah with 19 points and 14 rebounds. 
 
"Terrific," Thibodeau said. "He had a great multiple effort mentality from the start." 
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The Bulls led by as many as 14 in the third quarter and still led 70-60 when Kyle Korver — who missed 
his first five shots and went 1-for-9 — tossed in a circus 3-pointer to beat the shot clock with 9 minutes, 
14 seconds left. 
 
But nervous moments remained. The Hawks pulled to within 77-71 when Luol Deng went to work. 
Deng, quiet in the first half with just two points, scored on a post-up coming out of a timeout with 3:57 
left. Deng then, in order, forced Joe Johnson into a turnover, forced him into a miss with solid defense, 
scored again with 2:09 left and rebounded Al Horford's miss that led to Rose's dagger jumper with 1:41 
remaining for an 83-71 lead. 
 
Deng joined Noah in double-double land, piling up 14 points and 12 boards. 
 
"He's clutch," Thibodeau said. 
 
Rose scored 12 of the Bulls' 25 first-quarter points and finished with a game-high 25 points and 10 
assists but shot 10-for-27. Thibodeau said Rose continues to drive hard in practice and that his sore left 
ankle isn't an issue. 
 
"I'm fine," Rose said. "My confidence is real high. The shots I normally hit just didn't fall. But they way 
they're playing me, I'm going to continue to shoot. Things are going to change." 
 
They need to offensively, where Rose admitted the Bulls are struggling to execute. 
 
At least they locked down defensively. They showed a second defender early when Joe Johnson tried to 
get to his sweet spot and Jamal Crawford shot only 2 of 10. 
 
"We were more aggressive defensively," Deng said. "That's our game. Whenever we play aggressive, we 
usually win." 
 
kcjohnson@tribune.com 
 
Twitter @kcjhoop 
 

Fan Shop: Grab some Chicago Bulls gear  
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