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Johnson and Crawford shred Bulls’ vaunted ‘D’  
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When the Bulls are in a tough spot, when even Derrick Rose is off his game, they always have their 
defense to rely on. Right? 

Joe Johnson and Jamal Crawford shot that theory to pieces Monday night. Johnson scored 34 points on 
12-for-18 shooting — including 5-for-5 on three-pointers — and Crawford added 22 on 8-for-16 
shooting as the Atlanta Hawks torched the Bulls’ league-best defense in a 103-95 victory in Game 1 of 
their Eastern Conference semifinal series at the United Center.  

The Hawks shot 51 percent from the field (40-for-78), making 7 of 13 three-point shots against a Bulls 
team that led the NBA in field-goal defense (43 percent) during the regular season.  

‘‘Too much Joe Johnson. Too much Jamal Crawford. Those two guys shot the lights out,’’ Bulls 
forward Carlos Boozer said. ‘‘You let a team shoot 51 percent, they’re going to win almost every night.  

‘‘We know we have to do a better job on those two guys. They hit some tough shots. But they’re shot-
makers, and we have to make them miss.’’ 

The Bulls looked rusty on offense after a six-day layoff since beating the Indiana Pacers in the first 
round. But it appeared the Hawks’ offensive system — dominated by isolation and one-on-one play — 
was a shock to their system.  

‘‘They’re a one-on-one team,’’ Bulls guard Keith Bogans said. ‘‘You have to defend one-on-one against 
this team — not just one or two possessions. Almost every possession down the floor is an isolation 
play. We’ve got to lock in and be in the right place at the right time for isolation.’’ 

But Bogans wasn’t making any excuses.  

‘‘We’re professionals. There can’t be any transition [from one playoff opponent to the next],’’ he said. 
‘‘We’ve got to figure it out.’’ 

Perhaps the most discouraging aspect of the Bulls’ defensive performance was the Hawks’ hot shooting 
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in the fourth quarter. After the Hawks shot 56 percent (22-for-39) in the first half, the Bulls seemed to 
have them under control. The Hawks shot 6-for-18 in the third quarter but still held a 72-71 lead.  

But in a spot where the Bulls usually put the hammer down in the fourth quarter, this time they wilted 
under the persistent attack of Crawford and Johnson.  

The Hawks hit 12 of 21 shots in the fourth quarter, with Johnson scoring 10 points on 4-for-5 shooting 
and Crawford scoring 11 on 3-for-8 shooting — but hitting two huge three-pointers that buried the 
Bulls.  

‘‘They just kept pushing,’’ Bogans said. ‘‘They didn’t let the way we defended them take them out of 
anything. They just kept doing it over and over and over. That’s what you have to do in the playoffs. 
They played well.’’ 

‘‘We didn’t play with an edge. We didn’t play with a hunger,’’ forward Taj Gibson said. ‘‘Our defense 
has to be better. One thing in this league, when you’re feeling good about yourself, you get knocked 
back on your heels, and tonight it showed, the way Joe Johnson and Jamal Crawford were playing. They 
played with more hunger.’’ 

Can Johnson and Crawford shoot this way the entire series? 

‘‘I hope not,’’ Bogans said. ‘‘I don’t want to say no and then they do it. I hope not.’’ 
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