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ATLANTA — It looked like a one-man show, but it wasn’t. Derrick Rose got the Bulls off to a fast 
start, kept them going and brought them home with a sterling 44-point performance that carried them to 
a 99-82 victory Friday against the Atlanta Hawks in Game 3 of the Eastern Conference semifinals at 
Philips Arena. 

But while Rose was being crowned, Taj Gibson, Kyle Korver and the rest of the Bulls’ bench at least 
deserved to take a bow. When we look at this game years from now, it will seem like a showcase for 
Rose. But let the record show that his supporting cast, particularly the bench, played more than a bit 
role. 

Led by Gibson’s 13 points and Korver’s 11, the Bulls’ bench scored 34 points — and almost every one 
of them helped to make a difference in a key game in the series. Only Korver’s three-pointer that gave 
the Bulls a 97-75 lead with 5:32 left could be considered gratuitous. 

‘‘We all know we need Derrick and Derrick needs us,’’ Korver said. 

Even as dominant as Rose was, the victory Friday was a great example of that. While no other starter 
scored in double figures, the Bulls’ bench combined for 34 points on 12-for-22 shooting, 15 rebounds 
and three blocked shots. 

‘‘We’ve given this team a lift all year, and we take pride in that,’’ said Korver, who shot 4-for-6, 
including 3-for-4 on three-pointers. ‘‘Tonight [the starters] got off to a great start, but the second unit 
came in and played great basketball.’’ 

Let’s put it this way: In the first quarter, Rose scored 17 points on 7-for-10 shooting and the Bulls 
outrebounded the Hawks 13-6, but they led only 29-23. It wasn’t until the second unit came in that the 
Bulls opened a double-digit lead that gave Rose, Joakim Noah & Co. the working money they needed to 
turn this series around. 

C.J. Watson, who scored eight points, started it with a nifty hesitation move in the lane for a layup, then 
made a jumper from the top of the key to give the Bulls a 33-23 lead. 
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Later in the quarter, Korver made a three-pointer — his first shot of the game — and Gibson took a pass 
from Ronnie Brewer and scored off a scramble in the lane. Gibson scored again off a pass from Watson 
to complete a 7-0 run that gave the Bulls a 42-29 lead. 

In all, reserves scored the Bulls’ first 15 points of the second quarter — and 20 overall — as they 
opened a 56-43 halftime lead. The Hawks, who shot 10-for-18 in the first quarter, were 2-for-8 against 
the Bulls’ second unit in the first five minutes of the second. 

‘‘We just played with a lot of heart and a lot of aggression,’’ Gibson said. ‘‘We’ve got a lot of guys with 
a lot of energy and agility. We take pride in that.’’ 

‘‘Our bench was really good, especially Ronnie and C.J.,’’ Bulls coach Tom Thibodeau said. ‘‘Kyle did 
his usual thing. They brought a lot of energy. Those guys were terrific.’’ 

Gibson, who was 5-for-9 from the field and grabbed 11 rebounds, including seven on the offensive end, 
made a subtle but significant contribution when the Bulls were struggling to put away the Hawks in the 
fourth quarter. He scored twice on rebunds for the Bulls’ only field goals in the first five minutes of the 
quarter, helping them maintain control at 86-71. 

‘‘I came in ready to play; I played with a lot of confidence,’’ said Gibson, who was rewarded with a 
playoff-high 26 minutes. ‘‘Whatever [minutes] I get, it’s my job to play hard, play with a lot of 
aggression. Whether I get five or 25, it doesn’t matter. I’m going to do my job the best I can.’’ 

Korver’s performance was typically timely. He was 3-for-4 from three-point range after shooting 1-for-9 
overall and 1-for-5 on three-pointers in Game 2. 

Instead of pressing, he took a day off from shooting Thursday, then stayed after the shootaround Friday 
to take 200 shots with shooting coach Andy Greer. It worked. 

‘‘Those nights happen; you just have to forget about it,” Korver said of his Game 2 performance. ‘‘Lots 
of times, you can get so focused on, ‘I have to make this shot and get back in rhythm.’ And that’s when 
you can get yourself in a lot of trouble. I just tried to relax and take the shots I normally take.’’ 
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