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Hawks surprise Bulls in Game 1; Rose re-injures ankle  

 
BY MARK POTASH Staff Reporter 

Last Modified: May 2, 2011 11:06PM  

The Bulls found out the hard way that the Atlanta Hawks are not the Indiana Pacers.  

Struggling in Game 1 against the Hawks the way they did in Game 1 against the Pacers, the Bulls rallied 
to take the lead in the third quarter. But where the Pacers folded down the stretch, the Hawks and Joe 
Johnson responded, and pulled away for a 103-95 victory at the United Center for a 1-0 lead in their 
Eastern Conference semifinal series. 

Johnson hit 5-of-5 three-pointers and scored 34 points to lead the Hawks. Jamal Crawford hit 2-of-4 
three-pointers and added 20 points. The Pacers shot 51 percent (40-of-78) from the field, including 7-of-
13 three-pointers (54 percent).  

Derrick Rose led the Bulls with 24 points and 10 assists, but shot 11-of-27 from the field. More 
importantly, Rose twisted his tender left ankle in the closing seconds of the game and limped off the 
court.  

It was the same ankle he sprained in Game 3 of the Indiana series, but Rose said that won’t be a 
problem: ``It hurts right now, but I should be good.’’ 

Earlier in the evening, several reports confirmed that Rose will indeed be named the league’s youngest 
MVP on Tuesday. 

Luol Deng added 21 points for the Bulls, but only two in the fourth quarter. The Bulls, who missed their 
first nine shots of the game, shot 44 percent (37-of-83) from the field, 8-of-18 on three-pointers. 

The Hawks, after outscoring the Bulls 12-5 at the end of the third quarter, kept right on going in the 
fourth. Johnson and Jamal Crawford hit three-pointers around a basket by Jeff Teague that gave the 
Hawks an 80-71 lead that silenced the sellout crowd of 22,890 at the United Center.  

Rose hit a pull 20-footer and scored on a drive, but he was the only Bull to score in the first 4:57 of the 
final quarter as the Hawks took an 87-75 lead with 7:12 to go on another three-pointer by Johnson.  

Deng scored in the lane, Noah scored inside off a pass from Rose and Rose dunked off a steal as the 
Bulls got within 87-81 with 5:52 to go.  
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But the Hawks wouldn’t quit, as Johnson hit a fadeaway form 20 foot and Crawford scored on a pullup 
jumper to keep the Hawks in control.  

FIRST QUARTER ROUNDUP 

The Bulls started off like a team that had not played in six weeks rather than six days. They missed their 
first nine shots from the field, while the Hawks hit four of their first five — by Jeff Teague, Marvin 
Williams, Joe Johnson and Josh Smith — to take a 9-0 lead before Bulls coach Tom Thibodeau called a 
time out.  

It was a far cry from Game 5 against the Indiana Pacers last Tuesday, when the Bulls took a 14-2 lead in 
the first 3:03 of the game en route to a 116-89 victory that clinched the series. But it was nothing to 
panic over. The Bulls took a 14-0 lead against the Hawks in Atlanta on March 2 and lost 83-80.  

The Bulls finally scored when Luol Deng hit two free throws with 7:22 left in the first quarter. But they 
didn’t hit their first shot from the perimeter until Keith Bogans nailed a three-pointer to make it 14-6 
with 5:59 left in the quarter. And they didn’t score back-to-back points until Noah hit two free throws 
and Ronnie Brewer scored inside off a pass from Derrick Rose to cut the Hawks lead to 18-13 with 3:20 
left in the quarter.  

But after Atlanta coach Larry Drew called time out, Smith and Damien Wilkins scored as the Hawks 
outscored the Bulls 10-5 to take a 28-18 lead after one quarter.  

Rose, unable to get a call on a drive and 0-for-2 on three-point shots, was 0-for-7 from the field in the 
quarter. Carlos Boozer, who started despite suffering from turf toe, was 1-for-3 from the field and had 
three rebounds. The Bulls shot 6-of-21 (.286) in the quarter. The Hawks shot 13-of-22 (.591). 

SECOND QUARTER ROUNDUP 

The Bulls were still shaking the cobwebs off in the second quarter before Derrick Rose and Luol Deng 
combined for 13 points in the final 4:55 of the quarter to cut the Hawks’ lead to 51-50 at halftime.  

Rose, who was shut out in the first quarter, five points and four assists in the quarter. Deng eight of his 
nine points in the final 4:10 to give him 17 on 6-of-9 shooting at halftime.  

Deng’s teammates were a combined 12-of-33 (.364) in the half. But the Bulls, after shooting 29 percent 
in the first quarter, shot 12-of-21 (.571) in the second quarter. 

Joe Johnson scored six points in the quarter to give him 13 points for the Hawks, who shot 9-of-17 
(.529) in the second quarter and 22-of-39 (.564) for the first half.  

The Bulls continued to struggle at both ends of the court to start the second quarter. Ronnie Brewer had 
a shot inside blocked by Josh Smith, C.J. Watson was obliterated on a pick by 7-0, 255-pound Jason 
Collins, and Watson missed a shot and Omer Asik missed a tip attempt — all in the first two minutes.  

Three-pointers by Watson and Brewer and Taj Gibson’s block of a Marvin Williams shot seemed to get 
the Bulls’ blood flowing with the second unit on the floor.  

The Bulls persevered despite their poor shooting. Kyle Korver, who had missed his first attempt, had 
three attempts on the next possession — missing the first two before hitting a three-pointer on the third 
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try to cut the Hawks’ klead to 34-30 with 6:42 to play in the half.  

But after another time out, the Hawks regained control with five straight points. The Bulls frustration 
showed as C.J. Watson was called for an offensive foul and Bulls coach Tom Thibodeau was called for a 
technical foul arguing the call.  

Rose and Deng returned to the game and helped snap the Bulls out of it. Rose hit a nifty lefty shot on a 
drive off a fast break and hit a three-pointer and Deng scored eight points as the Bulls cut the Hawks’ 
lead to 47-46 and 49-48.  

The Hawks responded each time, with Jamal Crawford giving the Hawks a 51-48 lead with a scoop 
layup with 10 seconds left in the half. But Rose fed Boozer for a hoop with 2.9 seconds left to cut the 
Hawks’ lead to 51-50 at the half.  

THIRD QUARTER ROUNDUP 

The Bulls’ defense continued to take control as the Bulls opened a 66-60 lead with 4:07 left in the third 
quarter. But Joe Johnson hit a three-pointer and converted a three-point play as the Hawks responded 
with a 12-5 run to take a 72-71 lead after three.  

The Hawks, who shot 59 percent (13-of-22) in the first quarter and 53 percent (9-of-17) in the second 
quarter, shot 6-of-18 in the third quarter.  

Rose scored in the lane and Noah hit two free throws to give the Bulls their first lead of the game, 54-53 
with 10:11 left in the third quarter. Rose followed with a drive past Al Horford to give the Bulls a 56-53 
lead.  

Keith Bogans’ defense on Joe Johnson made a difference. After Johnson hit a three-pointer that beat the 
shot clock to tie the game at 56, Bogans stole the ball from Johnson and Rose scored on a spin move in 
the lane. With Bogans on him, Johnson missed a shot and Carlos Boozer scored inside against Horford 
and Josh Smith for a 60-56 lead with 7:28 left in the quarter.  

Boozer made his biggest contribution of the game in the quarter. He scored six points on three baskets 
and fed Noah for a dunk that gave the Bulls their largest lead, 66-60 with 4:07 left in the quarter.  

But the Bulls were unable to pull away. With Johnson hitting a three-pointer to beat the shot clock again 
and scoring on a three-point play, the Hawks outscored the Bulls 12-5 in the final 3:40 to take a 72-71 
lead into the fourth quarter.  
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