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ATLANTA — There are two Hawks teams. The first one can’t make up its mind whether it wants to be 
lazy or selfish. The second one plays together and appears to have something more than a street-ball title 
in mind. 

The second one showed up Sunday night. It’s the team that has as much talent as the Bulls and actually 
plays to that level. 

It’s why this series is headed back to Chicago tied at two games apiece. After the game, some of the 
Bulls were saying their team didn’t play with enough urgency. When players say that, it usually 
presumes that the less talented team won. That’s not the case here. 

When the Hawks decide they want to play hard, they’re the Bulls’ equal. They decided to play Sunday 
night, and the result was a 100-88 victory.  

It doesn’t mean the Hawks will win this series. It means that if they can match the Bulls’ effort, this 
series is anything but a coronation for the franchise from Chicago. 

‘‘We can beat this team,’’ Hawks star Joe Johnson said, and who could argue with him?  

Forget about wake-up calls for the Bulls. The alarm has been ringing pretty much since the playoffs 
started. They know they have to be very good every single game in order to advance. They haven’t been. 

There’s no doubt the Bulls made things easier for the Hawks on Sunday.  

Kyle Korver struggled in a very big way, hitting just 1 of 8 shots, including 0-for-5 from three-point 
range. Ronnie Brewer missed a fast-break layup.  

And the Hawks shot 49.4 percent from the field. Afterward, Bulls coach Tom Thibodeau sounded as if 
he wanted to hand out after-school detentions. The Hawks shot 54.2 percent in the first quarter. 

‘‘I didn’t like our defense in the fourth quarter,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘. . . The tone of the game was set in 
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the first quarter. It was too easy.’’ 

Yes, all of that is true. But this night was more about what the Hawks did than what the Bulls didn’t do.  

For Rose, walls but few calls 

The Bulls aren’t going to win many games when Derrick Rose misses 20 shots. He went 12-for-32 on 
the way to 34 points. Hawks coach Larry Drew chose to start Jason Collins at center, meaning Rose saw 
a wall of Collins, Al Horford and Josh Smith whenever he went to the hoop. 

‘‘It was a tough game,’’ Rose said. ‘‘But no excuses. Put this game on me. Two turnovers at the end of 
the game.’’  

As usual, he took matters into his owns hands in the fourth quarter. For all of Thibodeau’s mad-scientist 
ways, it all really comes down to Rose with the ball in his hands. There are X’s and O’s, and then there 
is whatever Rose decides he wants to do come crunch time. It’s a show no basketball fan wants to miss.  

But here’s the thing: Rose isn’t going to get every call when he drives the lane. He’s still a 6-3 guard 
challenging much bigger bodies. And so there were times in the last five minutes of the game when he 
drove, got knocked down and didn’t get a call. The playoffs aren’t for the meek.  

‘‘He was aggressive,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘I didn’t have any problem with the way he played. . . . He kept 
driving the ball. I’m anxious to watch the tape. From my perspective, I thought he was getting fouled.’’  

He should have gotten a call when the Hawks’ Jamal Crawford barreled into him on a three-point 
attempt with 2:27 left in the game. Instead, it was ruled an inadvertent whistle. The Hawks won the 
ensuing jump ball. 

Smith changes the soundtrack 

Listening to the shrieks of horror from the crowd whenever Smith is about to take another ill-advised 
outside shot is almost worth the trip here. They’re all ill-advised when he shoots from anywhere outside 
of 5 feet. 

But he was excellent inside Sunday night, especially late. He had 23 points and 16 rebounds.  

‘‘When he plays like that, we’re almost impossible to beat,’’ Johnson said.  

There was a Carlos Boozer sighting Sunday night. It’s the Carlos Boozer who scores and hits the boards, 
not the one who can’t jump and looks tentative. His turf toe didn’t seem to be bothering him. This time, 
Bulls fans at Philips Arena weren’t booing him. This time, they were saying, ‘‘Booooooooz.’’ 

But his 18 points and six rebounds and Joakim Noah’s six points and 11 rebounds didn’t look very 
muscular compared with the 43 points and 21 rebounds Smith and Horford combined for. 

The Bulls had a golden opportunity to go up 3-1 in this series, but when you get outscored 33-19 in the 
fourth quarter, you’re not going to win many games. 

Now it goes back to the United Center for Game 5, and who really knows?  
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‘‘I think it will be a game of will,’’ Boozer said.  

Again, who knows? 
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