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Derrick Rose scores 44, Bulls show Hawks what’s best  
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ATLANTA — The Hawks thought they’d taken the Bulls’ best shot in Game 2 of this Eastern 
Conference playoff series.  

Behind a career-high 44 points from Derrick Rose, the Bulls shot that theory full of holes in Game 3.  

They drilled the Hawks 99-82 on Friday night to take a 2-1 lead in the best-of-seven second-round 
series, restoring hope to that widespread notion of ‘‘Bulls in five.’’ 

Because, all things considered, this really was the Bulls’ best playoff performance. So far.  

‘‘I think so,’’ center Joakim Noah said. ‘‘Winning that convincingly. We still feel like we can play 
better. That’s a beautiful thing. As long as we come with that mentality of never being satisfied, that 
beating a team by 20 points isn’t enough, that’s the right mentality to have. Because we know they’ll 
come ready for Game 4. And we will as well.’’ 

Tom Thibodeau won’t want to hear that. It’s OK, Coach. The Bulls have their edge back. You do, too. 
Not that you’d lost it. 

With the defense locked in, Rose cranked up and everybody, including Thibodeau, talking about not 
being satisfied, the Bulls regained that steamroller feel they had during the regular season. 

Rose made 16 of 27 shots, including 4 of 7 from three-point range. He had seven assists and only two 
turnovers. All in all, it was a big turnaround from Game 2, when he had gone 10-for-27, including 1-for-
8 from beyond the arc, with eight turnovers. 

‘‘I think we’re done talking about the [sprained] ankle,’’ said Rose, who again heard MVP chants in a 
road arena heavy on Bulls fans.  

‘‘It’s great, knowing that when we go to an arena, we have almost half the arena cheering for us,’’ Rose 
said, paying tribute to players such as Scottie Pippen, who sat near the scorer’s table. ‘‘It’s because of 
the people that came before us, all the other players. We’re just trying to keep this thing going.’’ 

Page 1 of 2Print Story

5/7/2011http://www.suntimes.com/sports/basketball/bulls/5226942-579/derrick-rose-scores-44-bulls-...



Whatever the Hawks thought, the Bulls knew.  

‘‘I knew it before the game even started,’’ Noah said. ‘‘I just saw it in [Rose’s] eye. That he had it. It 
was unbelievable. 

‘‘When was the last time Pooh didn’t have a good game in a big game? Derrick was huge.’’ 

Even before that, forward Luol Deng knew that the Bulls, having squandered home-court advantage in 
their Game 1 loss, were intent on getting it back. 

‘‘I knew we were going to come out focused, even when we got on the plane [Thursday],’’ Deng said. 
‘‘They took one from us. And we wanted to take one from them.’’ 

The Hawks knew it pretty early, too. Just 49 seconds into the game, with the Hawks down 4-0, coach 
Larry Drew called a timeout.  

‘‘Forget about X’s and O’s,’’ Drew said. ‘‘You have to come out and match energy and effort with the 
Chicago Bulls. We didn’t. They completely beat us up.’’ 

Leading 35-29 early in the second quarter, the Bulls put together a 19-6 run for a 54-35 lead with 2:44 to 
go in the half. 

Give a lot of credit to forward Taj Gibson (13 points, 11 rebounds) and guards Kyle Korver (11 points) 
and C.J. Watson (eight), who led a strong bench contribution, especially during that run. 

The key to it all, though, was Rose, who followed Thibodeau’s advice.  

‘‘To set the tone, we needed him to attack,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘When he’s not dancing with the ball, he’s 
impossible to stop. He was attacking the basket. He wasn’t playing around with it.’’  

If there were fears the Bulls might engage in a repeat of their trip here March 2, when they blew a 19-
point lead in the second quarter of an 83-80 loss, there shouldn’t have been. 

‘‘I just want us to win,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘I don’t care how we win. I like the resolve of our team. I 
don’t know if this was the best game, but the most important game is going to be our next one.’’ 
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