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Bulls need to ramp up attack effort against Hawks in Game 5  
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Is this really only the second round?  

So much has taken place in the last nine days, it’s hard to believe this is only the conference semi-finals.  

Derrick Rose and Tom Thibodeau hitting the coach-of-the-year/MVP daily double. The Bulls stubbing 
their toe at home in Game 1 against the Atlanta Hawks, only their sixth loss at the United Center all 
season. 

Rose delivering a career-high 44 in Atlanta to get the Bulls back on track. Forward Josh Smith turning 
snickers into baskets as the Hawks made it a 2-2 series with a shocker on Sunday night. 

What’s next?  

Now the Bulls find out if all that energy they invested in securing home court pays off. Now they learn 
if they’re ready to take the heat of living up to the expectations that accompany a No. 1 seed. 

“We’ll have to see,’’ Rose said softly after practice Monday. “[Tonight] will tell — will tell 
everything.’’  

No question, there are tweaks. Rose wants to make simple plays that find the open man when the Hawks 
double-team him: “They’re doubling me. So it should be easy offense.’’ 

And Thibodeau wants everybody to hit their marks on defense: “The defense is five guys tied together. 
If one guy is missing his part, we’re gonna look bad.’’ 

But the real key, the Bulls believe, is intensity. Heart. Playing hard. The edge that has been their 
watchword all season. 

“They played with a lot more of an edge,’’ Bulls forward Taj Gibson said of the 100-88 loss in Game 4. 
“It hurts because we’ve put in a lot of work. But we have to put in a lot more because we really got 
embarrassed.’’ 
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As much as the Bulls love playing at the UC, where they’re 40-6 this season, there’s some performance 
anxiety, Gibson said. 

“It seems like when we play at home, there’s a lot more pressure,’’ he said. “It’s not a bad thing, but a 
lot of people seem to think that coming home is the answer. Coming home is always good, but it’s not 
going to change the game. It’s up to us to come in and do what we do best —and that’s just play hard.’’ 

As this series has progressed, fans and media have gained a better understanding of what the Bulls 
already knew. That for all their ups and downs, the Hawks are gifted scorers who have the athleticism to 
be a tough out when they’re interested. And they seem very interested. 

“The talent is equal,’’ Rose said. “They played a great game Sunday. They really got after us. We just 
have to see how we respond. We just have to play harder.’’ 

And what is the Bulls’ mood? They’re seeing red, Rose said.  

“We can’t wait to play,’’ Rose said. “All of us are mad about the effort we put in the last game. We 
know it wasn’t good enough. Now we’re playing back in our building. The atmosphere is going to be -
unbelievable.’’ 

To Rose, this is not pressure.  

“Not at all,’’ he said. “If anything, all of us are anxious right now because we know we can do so much 
better.’’  

For all the Bulls’ troubles Sunday in Atlanta, the game was tied at 84 with four minutes left on a night 
when forward Luol Deng (5-for-14) and guard Kyle Korver (1-for-8) weren’t finding the net along with 
Rose (12-for-32). 

The Bulls also believe that the inadvertent-whistle issue, in which referee Bennett Salvatore later 
apologized for not giving Rose a three-shot foul call, wasn’t the only time the officials should have been 
whistle-blowers. The Bulls thought Rose took some pretty good shots — literally and physically — on 
some drives that rolled off the rim. 

“Derrick has to continue to drive with force,’’ Thibodeau said. “If he continues to do that, he’ll get 
calls.’’  

Rose also dropped the hint.  

“I was taking the ball extremely hard,’’ he said. “I guess they weren’t fouling.’’  

Whether the refs owe the Bulls one is open to debate. The whistles tend to be friendlier at home, -
anyway.  

Whether the Bulls owe the Hawks one is not open to debate.  

“We just have to jump on them from the beginning,’’ Rose said, “and see how they play then.’’ 
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