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Bulls are ready for Jamal Crawford’s ‘best shot’  
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Was Jamal Crawford stirring the pot when he said the Atlanta Hawks feel good because they took the 
Bulls’ best shot in Game 2, so they have a right to feel good about their chances to win this series? 

Not really. And it’s not as if the Bulls need fuel for the fire. But that’s in play. 

``He has a right to his opinion,’’ Carlos Boozer said at the Game 3 shootaround Friday morning. ``I 
don’t get into a talking thing in the papers. I’m more of an on-the-court kind of guy. We’ll see him 
tonight.’’ 

And, Boozer added, ``We believe we can play better.’’ 

The thing is, when Derrick Rose shoots 37 percent and Boozer is struggling through a turf-toe injury, 
Atlanta didn’t exactly get the Bulls’ best shot. 

Even Crawford knows that. He was talking about the situation, he explained at the shootaround, not 
trying to create a bulletin-board headline. 

``That’s how poeple take it,’’ the former Bull said. ``It’s the playoffs. Everything’s magnified. The 
whole conversation was the fact that it was a must-win for them, they were at home and it was an MVP 
celebration. They had eveything working in their favor, and we still had a chance to win even though we 
didn’t play well. 

``It wasn’t like I was saying we didn’t respect them. That would be foolish. They had 18 more wins than 
we did. We definitely respect them. We just feel like they came out with their best effort and we didn’t 
play that good and we had a chance to win. So I feel like we’ll be OK moving forward.’’ 

Atlanta forward Al Horford expects things to ramp up—on both sides. 

``I don’t necessarily think we have taken their best shot,’’ Horford said. ``We do know that it’s just 
going to get that much more intense. They’re going to come out ready to play, and we need to answer 
that.’’ 

What the Hawks know is that by winning Game 1, they have given themselves a much better chance. 
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``They only lost in that building five times in the regular season. So it was big for us to get a win up 
there.’’ 

The Bulls hardly feel they delivered their best shot. 

``That wasn’t our best game at all,’’ Rose said. ``We played a little bit more defense. That’s his opinion. 
We’re not worried about that. We know we can always play better, improve on a lot of things. That’s 
what we’re trying to do.’’ 

The question is, why haven’t the Bulls been able to play the way as well they’d like in the playoffs? 

``I really don’t know,’’ Rose said. ``The teams are harder, each game is harder. If we play aggressive 
throughout the game, that’s our game—especially defensively, when we really get into guys, make it 
hard on them, rebound the ball. We can live with the missed shots. But defensively, that’s where we 
have to go after guys.’’ 

Ask why coach Tom Thibodeau why the Bulls are grinding out playoff wins, instead of romping the way 
they did in many late-season games, and he basically rolls his eyes. 

``The playoffs are going to be tough games,’’ Thibs said. ``They’re not going to be high scoring affairs. 
You have to fight through things. You have to establish your defense and your rebounding. And then 
you have to execute [on offense]. That’s what playoff basketball is.’’ 

It’s not about delivering your best shot. It’s about winning. Surviving and advancing. 

Crawford knows that. He was just saying the Hawks aren’t going to be a pushover. And unlike some 
fans and media, the Bulls felt that way before this series began. 
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