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Plenty of positives, negatives for Bulls to ponder heading into 
Game 2  
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The day after the Atlanta Hawks grabbed the Bulls by the horns in Game 1 was a good news/bad news 
day. 

The good news? 

Derrick Rose is officially the NBA’s most valuable player. And his ankle is good to go. He not only 
practiced hard Tuesday, but he walked without a limp while stepping up to the  
podium to accept his MVP trophy.  

‘‘It’s fine,’’ Rose said. ‘‘I woke up this morning feeling great. Practiced. Worked out afterward. So I’m 
doing OK.’’ 

Forward Carlos Boozer also was none the worse for wear after playing for the first time since suffering a 
turf-toe injury in Game 5 of the first-round series against the Indiana Pacers. 

The bad news? 

The Bulls’ 103-95 loss to the Hawks means they have to shore up their vaunted defense and figure out 
how to sharpen their edge for  
Game 2 tonight. 

‘‘Every aspect of our defense has to be better,’’ coach Tom Thibodeau said. ‘‘It starts with the intensity. 
They beat us to loose balls. We gave them second chances, third chances. If you do that against a team 
that shoots the ball as well as they do, they’re gong to be very difficult to stop.’’  

The good news, as forward Luol Deng pointed out, is that one game does not a series make. 

‘‘It’s not NCAA; it’s not one game and you’re out,’’ Deng said. ‘‘We have to make adjustments. At the 
same time, the beauty of it is they have to beat us four times [to advance].’’ 
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The bad news? Except for the Game 5 clincher against the Pacers, the Bulls haven’t figured out how to 
play the way they did in posting the NBA’s best regular-season record. And they’re at a loss to explain 
why they’ve lost their coveted edge. 

‘‘It’s the second round of the playoffs,’’ Deng said. ‘‘I don’t understand why the edge is not there. You 
don’t need a motivational speech to get up for games like this. I just think  
Atlanta came out with a bigger edge than we did.’’ 

Defense, rebounding, hustle plays — all the little things the Bulls did well during the regular season, 
they struggled with in Game 1 against the Hawks. 

The good news is that even though Joe Johnson and Jamal Crawford combined for 56 points on 20-for-
34 shooting in Game 1, the Bulls are confident their defense is sound enough to do a better job tonight.  

‘‘There were times we left guys on an island,’’ Thibodeau said when he was asked whether Crawford is 
a tough matchup for guard Kyle Kor- 
ver. ‘‘We have to make sure we’re showing our help and are in the proper spots. When you’re guarding 
scorers like that, you’re not going to guard them one-on-one. You have to guard them with your team.’’ 

Thibodeau also tossed off a question about whether the Bulls have a second offensive option behind 
Rose. He noted that Deng had 21 points on 8-for-12 shooting. 

‘‘Everyone tends to overlook Luol,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘Luol was great, and he’s great every night. You 
can count on him. Our problem wasn’t necessarily our offense; it was our defense.’’ 

To perk up the offense, though, Thibodeau wants Rose — who didn’t go to the free-throw line Monday  
after going 52-for-60 from there in the series against the Pacers — to emphasize driving strong to the 
basket. He dismissed theories that Rose has been more tentative about driving because of his ankle 
injury. 

‘‘He’s so quick, athletic and strong that sometimes when he’s getting hit, you think it’s marginal 
contact, and he doesn’t get the call,’’ Thibodeau said. ‘‘He has to make the officials make the call. When 
he does that, that’s when he’s at his best. 

‘‘Sometimes he doesn’t get the call. But when he’s attacking the basket and going north and south — 
and not dancing with the ball — he’s impossible to stop. That’s what we have to get him to do.’’ 
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