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Bulls ready, will be able to battle past Hawks  
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There are two schools of thought about the Bulls’ second-round series with the Atlanta Hawks, which 
begins tonight at the United Center. 

The confident camp says the rested Bulls will employ the defensive genius and discipline imparted by 
Tom Thibodeau, the NBA’s newly crowned coach of the year, to clip the Hawks’ wings in five games. 

That’s especially true because Kirk Hinrich, the former Bull who could have made things difficult for 
Derrick Rose, is doubtful for the series with a hamstring injury. 

The nervous camp says the Hawks had enough skilled, athletic firepower to defeat the Orlando Magic in 
six games, and they can end the Bulls’ magical run, too. It sees a team that’s playing with a chip on its 
shoulder, a confident bunch that will play loose and be dangerous. 

Uncertainty about Carlos Boozer, who underperformed against the Indiana Pacers and is coming off a 
turf-toe injury, adds to its fears. 

Which camp are you in? 

I tend toward the confident camp, and not just because experts who are much smarter than me are telling 
me that. 

Having heard Thibodeau single out Hinrich as a defender who’s thorny for Rose is significant to me. 
Knowing that the Bulls scuttled the Pacers with Boozer struggling also is significant. 

Having watched the Bulls destroy the Hawks in their last meeting, leading 72-43 at the half before 
settling for a 114-81 victory, I’m also lulled toward the confident camp. 

Fortunately for all of us, the Bulls are in neither camp. They are simply ready. Ready to play, ready to 
do what needs to be done. 

‘‘It takes a lot to be up that much,’’ Rose said. ‘‘But with that team, with the way they play, you never 
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know. They could come out hot.’’ 

The difference between the Hawks who were drilled by the Bulls while losing 10 of their last 15 games 
and the Hawks who beat Orlando? 

‘‘It’s all confidence, man,’’ Rose said. ‘‘To come out and beat a team that swept them the previous year 
means a lot. They play the same way, but they’re believing they can win, that they can go far. It’s tough 
to slow down a team like that.’’ 

Another reason for optimism is that the Hawks seem unlikely to do the body-slamming stuff with the 
same unabashed zeal as the Pacers did when Rose went to the basket. 

That said, the party line is that the Bulls expect physical stuff. 

‘‘I expect it to be very physical,’’ Joakim Noah said. ‘‘We’re playing for something very big right now. 
There’s only eight teams left. Everybody wants one thing, and that’s a championship.’’ 

Mix in the home-court advantage that the Bulls earned by posting the NBA’s best regular-season record, 
and you have another plus — especially when combined with the extra days off the Bulls gained by 
beating Indiana in five games. 

‘‘We needed that [break],’’ Luol Deng said. ‘‘The days in between have been great in terms of getting 
our rest and preparing. We’re excited. I can’t wait to see the fans at the United Center.’’ 

The wild card in this series is who’s going to make shots. 

Led by 20.5 points from former Bull Jamal Crawford, Atlanta averaged 86.8 points on 42.5 percent 
shooting in Round 1, while the Bulls averaged 97.6 points on 41.5 percent shooting. 

But the Bulls averaged nearly eight more points from the free-throw line, 23.4 free throws to 15.7, than 
Atlanta. 

Rose is going to get his points. If the other Bulls can ham-and-egg it the way they did in the first round, 
with different people making shots, their defense ought to make them a tough obstacle for the Hawks. 

If the Hawks are making shots and the Bulls become flustered, that will make this a tougher series. 

Still, most of the ‘‘ifs’’ are on the Bulls’ side, and they’ve handled those well all year. No reason to 
think they won’t do it again. 
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