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Hawks realize topping Bulls is a tall order  

 
By GUY CURTRIGHT 
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ATLANTA — After struggling to keep the Bulls off the offensive glass in the previous two games, the 
Atlanta Hawks went big for Game 4 of the Eastern Conference semifinal series Sunday night. 

“It was time for a change,” said Hawks coach Larry Drew, whose team relied on its larger lineup to top 
the Orlando Magic in the first round. “I think we got a jolt from it, and we needed that energy lift.” 

The lineup change was hardly the only reason this series returns to Chicago tied after a 100-88 Hawks 
victory.  

But it certainly played a part.  

Enter Jason Collins, a 7-foot veteran who played barely five minutes previously in the series after 
starting every game against the Magic. And assuming a key role off the bench was 6-11 Zaza Pachulia.  

The Hawks were no longer a pushover inside, and Al Horford picked up his game after being freed from 
center duties. A disappointment the first three games, Horford scored 20 points and outplayed former 
Florida teammate Joakim Noah. 

“If they play big-on-big, this could help Al a little bit,” Drew predicted before the game while discussing 
his revamped lineup. 

Horford totaled only 25 points in the first three games. Then he nearly matched that in Game 4. 

“It was a big difference,” Horford said. “I thought it would free me up, and it did.” 

The Bulls managed 12 offensive rebounds, but had just one more  
total rebound (37-36). And Noah was held to six points.  

The assignment for Collins — backed up by Pachulia — was to keep Noah and the other Bulls from 
playing volleyball under the basket. Collins had been successful in keeping Dwight Howard from 
dominating inside during the Magic series. 
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“Jason plays a physical game,” Drew said. “His physicality was a big reason for our success against 
Orlando.” 

The Bulls had 32 offensive  
rebounds in Games 2 and 3. Noah had 15 of them. In Game 4, he had four offensive rebounds.   

“They did a great job,” Horford said of Collins and Pachulia. “Going to the big lineup was the key for 
us.” 

The Hawks wouldn’t have made it this far without Collins’ contributions against the Magic. 

“Noah is an energy guy who moves around the paint a lot,” Drew said before Game 4. “But I have all 
the confidence in the world that  
Jason has the ability to keep him off the glass. Jason certainly took the challenge against Dwight. He’s a 
little more stationary than Noah is, but I feel that Jason can get the job done.” 

Collins helped the Hawks get off to a good start with two early dunks. When he drew his second foul 
midway through the first quarter,  
Pachulia stepped in and had eight of his nine rebounds by halftime. 

The fourth quarter belonged to the Hawks, and Josh Smith helped them pull away. He finished with 23 
points, and Joe Johnson rebounded from a tough Game 3 with 24 points.  

“We had to win this game,” said Smith, who also had 16 rebounds and eight assists. “Now we know 
what we need to do to keep beating this team.” 

Johnson agreed Game 4 had a do-or-die urgency for the Hawks. 

“We played with a sense of desperation,” Johnson said. “We knew we couldn’t go to Chicago down 3-1. 
We played with a bounce in our step and a lot of energy. That’s the emotion we have to play with.” 
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