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No surprise if Bulls-Hawks series goes to Game 7  

 
By LACY J. BANKS  
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Don’t be fooled by the Bulls’ 95-83 win over the Atlanta Hawks on Tuesday night. 

After seeing the way the Hawks rallied from a 15-point deficit to take a one-point lead on Jeff Teague’s 
driving layup to open the fourth quarter, I strongly believe this is going to be a seven-game series. 

For the sake of the sellout United Center crowd of 22,980, I hope I’m wrong. 

Well, I might as well be honest — for my sake, too.  

I know reporters are supposed to be objective and not really care who wins what. But we’re only human. 
And in my 40 years of covering sports, it’s always been more fun to cover a team when it’s winning. So, 
like reporters elsewhere, we Chicago sportswriters prefer covering a winning Chicago team.  

UC crowd suddenly goes silent 

Hawks coach Larry Drew deservedly felt good after Teague’s bucket. And after the Hawks had rallied to 
take their first lead (64-63) on Josh Smith’s jumper with 1:58 left in the third period, they pretty much 
silenced the UC’s usually loud and rowdy red sea of “See Red.” There would be five more lead changes 
between Smith’s basket and Teague’s.  

“We were in a great, great position at the end of the third quarter,” Drew said. “From a rhythm 
standpoint, I thought we were playing at a pace that favored us, and I thought our bench was doing a 
really good job. 

“But when we got into the fourth quarter, we had some bad offensive possessions. We were not 
executing. and that led to bad shots which in turn led to baskets for them on the other end. 

“We just lost our composure. I don’t know if it was their pressure or that we did not have the juice. We 
talk about it every game . . . before we send the guys out on the floor. We want to make sure we have a 
good shot selection, a shot that allows us to get back defensively.” 
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Big boost from Gibson 

After Teague’s layup, the Bulls, led by MVP Derrick Rose, went on a 9-0 run to grab the lead for keeps, 
and the Hawks never got closer than six the rest of the way. 

The win gave the Bulls a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven Eastern Conference semifinal series. They could 
end it all Thursday in Atlanta. But they’ll have to be able to come through with the same kind of fourth-
quarter comeback they had Tuesday and have depended on in the playoffs. 

Rose scored 11 of his game-high 33 points in the fourth — and he got invaluable support from reserve 
forward Taj Gibson, who scored all his 11 points in the fourth while starter Carlos Boozer was relegated 
to cheerleader duty on the bench. 

With Boozer struggling all series, it was only a matter of time before NBA Coach of the Year Tom 
Thibodeau would turn to Gibson, who has been a lot more reliable, during a decisive stretch run. 

But Boozer was no bust. He scored 11 points and grabbed a game-high 12 rebounds before he gave way 
to Gibson. And once again, forward Luol Deng was outstanding with 23 points. 

Teague, who is replacing injured starting point guard Kirk Hinrich, sparkled again for the Hawks by 
leading them in scoring with 21 points on 8-for-11 shooting. But in the fourth quarter, he was held to 
five points while the Bulls outscored the Hawks 26-15. 

“I thought Jeff did a good job,” Drew said. “He has been pretty consistent for us. Coming out every 
night, he has been scoring for us and has a tough time defending Derrick Rose.” 
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