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Drew-for-2: Hawks’ coach isn’t satisfied  
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Whenever you interview Atlanta Hawks coach Larry Drew, you get a lot more than you’d expect.  

His comments are copious. I’m talking pregame or postgame.  

Before Tuesday morning’s practice at the United Center, he said he had been preaching better execution, 
tougher play and getting greedy to his team. 

Well, his sermons obviously worked as evidenced by the Hawks’ 103-95 victory Monday over the Bulls. 

Shooting guard Joe Johnson scored 34 points, tying Miami Heat star Dwyane Wade for the fourth-
highest total against the Bulls this season. 

“I came into the game with the intention of being more aggressive than usual,” said Johnson, who shot 
12-for-18 from the field, 5-for-5 from three-point range and 5-for-5 from the free-throw line. 

“The regular season is over. These are the playoffs. I have to attack better, take advantage of my open 
looks, and we all have to be more aggressive as a team on both sides of the court.”  

For Game 2 tonight, Drew expects the Bulls to up the intensity.  

“I’m sure [the Bulls’]aggression will be even more [pronounced],” Drew said. “It will be a game where 
they feel their backs are against the wall. 

‘‘With [Derrick] Rose, we’re going to see volumes of pick-and-rolls, [Carlos]Boozer posting up more, 
more touches for [Luol] Deng and more touches for [Kyle] Korver.” 

But don’t expect Atlanta to back down. 

Most coaches would be satisfied to win one of the first two road games in a series. Not Drew. 

“When we left Atlanta for Orlando to open that first-round series, I said our mind-set [was] to go in 
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there and win two,” Drew said. 

They didn’t win Game 2, but the fifth-seeded Hawks still beat the Magic in six games.  

“Obviously, we’re very happy after coming out with the win Monday,” Drew said. “We like the position 
we’re in right now, having the opportunity to go up 2-0 if we play well.” 

Drew said the reason his team didn’t go up 2-0 against the Magic is because “we let our guard down. 
We got complacent and soft. That’s just something I can’t allow to happen [again]. Not at this particular 
point. 

“We’re in familiar waters again in the second round. We can’t come out passive. We can’t let our guard 
down. We can’t be satisfied. . . . Now we really have to step up our game.” 

Even after watching the Hawks shoot 51.3 percent in Game 1, Drew said he was displeased that his team 
“didn’t do as good of a job executing offensively, particularly when the game got a little physical. That’s 
something I’ve been preaching since the Orlando series.  

“Playoff basketball means energy, intensity and physicality. When opponents play tougher, we have to 
play tougher. 

‘‘There were stretches Monday night when we didn’t do that.” 

After seeing the eighth-seeded Memphis Grizzlies dispatch the San Antonio Spurs in the West and the 
Los Angeles Lakers and Bulls open the second round with losses, Drew’s players are encouraged. 

“This race is wide-open,” he said.  
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