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Coming into Atlanta’s second-round series against the Chicago Bulls, things weren’t 
looking good at 
the point guard position for the Hawks. Veteran Kirk Hinrich, who was teammates with 
star point 
guard Derrick Rose in Chicago, would be out with a hamstring injury, leaving the Hawks 
to rely on 
second-year man Jeff Teague. And reliability hadn’t been the name of the game for 
Teague this 
season, one which saw coach Larry Drew give him a handful of chances to earn 
minutes, only to 
quickly pull the plug when Teague made mistakes. 
In the Hawks’ first-round win over the Magic, Teague played a measly nine minutes. In 
Round 2? He 
has played 85 minutes through the first two games. He has averaged 15.5 points 
against the Bulls, and 
at 48.0 percent, he is significantly ahead of Rose (38.9) in shooting percentage. Rose 
has committed 
11 turnovers in the two games. Teague has committed one. 
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Jeff Teague made his first playoff starts ever in this year's series with the Bulls. (AP 
Photo) 
Not a bad showing for a relative neophyte who was supposed to be a weak link for the 
Hawks. 
“There’s a lot of responsibility on my part,” Teague said. “I have got to make sure that 
guys get 
touches in areas where they can be effective. ... It’s the playoffs, you have got to go out 
there and be 



confident. If you go out there second-guessing yourself, you get lost. I am just going out 
there and 
trying to help my team win.” 
Teague has shown his defensive value in playing Rose, who is somewhat hobbled by a 
bad ankle. 
Teague is quick and has good defensive instincts — he had three steals in Game 2 — 
but what most 
often gets him knocked out of the Hawks rotation is his offensive uncertainty. He is 
more of a scoring 
guard than a point guard, and the Hawks have enough offensive weapons at other 
positions. 
So Drew has passed him over all year, leaning on Mike Bibby (who was traded in 
February) ahead of 
Teague, with Jamal Crawford getting big minutes off the bench. And when the team 
acquired Hinrich 
in February, Teague’s role as a benchwarmer seemed firmed up. 
But now, Teague might be a pretty good weapon for Drew to deploy. He is still a relative 
unknown 
for the Bulls, who have plenty of film on Hinrich and only a few mystery clips on Teague. 
His 
assignment so far has been to initiate the offense slowly and carefully, but it might be a 
good idea for 
Drew to give Teague more responsibility—to see if his scoring ability catches the Bulls 
off guard. 
“I think with Teague playing it kind of throws them off because they really haven’t seen 
him play 
much,” Hawks guard Joe Johnson said. “I think it’s hard for them to gear up, especially 
the first two 
games.” 
The Hawks are heading back to Atlanta in a 1-1 tie with the Bulls. Rather than being a 
liability, it 
turns out, Teague is a big part of the reason the Hawks are playing with confidence. 
Teague isn’t the only surprise hero of the NBA playoffs. These four have made quite an 
impression, 
too. 
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Joel Anthony, Heat. He’s averaging just 3.6 points and 5.1 rebounds in the playoffs, 
but there’s a 
reason that Heat fans have taken to chanting “MVP!” whenever Anthony makes a 
play—his energy 
and hustle have boosted a team that has too often coasted through games. 
J.J. Barea, Mavericks. In just 17 minutes in Game 2, Barea scored 12 points, matching 
the Laker 



bench’s entire point production. His quickness is overwhelming for the slow-footed 
Lakers D, and he 
also dished out four assists in the crucial Mavs win. 
James Harden, Thunder. Harden struggled in the opener of the Thunder’s series 
against the 
Grizzlies, but he was terrific in Game 2, scoring 21 points and joining up with 
benchmate Eric 
Maynor (15 points) to keep Oklahoma City afloat when the starters were struggling. 
Mike Conley, Grizzlies. Conley doesn’t have to outplay All-Star Russell Westbrook to 
give 
Memphis a chance, but it helps that, through two games, he has been better than his 
counterpart. 
Conley is averaging 19.5 points on 53.6 percent shooting and has four turnovers in the 
two games. 
Westbrook is averaging 26.5 points, but is shooting just 41.9 percent and has 11 

turnovers. 


