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Check out photos from the Hawks-
Bulls second round series.  
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Jon Cooper has been editing and writing sports stories for more than   20 years. He's covered a lot of 
territory in that time, including the   NFL, MLB,  NBA, NHL, NASCAR, MMA, WUSA,   and all manner of 
college sports. The past 12 of those years have been   spent in Atlanta, covering the Braves, Hawks, 
Thrashers, Falcons and   Georgia Tech for various outlets and publications. 

 

ATLANTA — Coming out of a timeout, with 3:47 to go and the Atlanta Hawks holding an 88-84 lead, Josh Smith made a point of giving each of his teammates a 

slap of encouragement on the back or the backside as they came onto the court.  

 

That was a fitting display, as the Hawks had his back all series. 

 

"My teammates believe in me, they have confidence in my game," Smith said. "When I was in my rut they stayed with me, told me to stay positive, stay in my game, 

do what I've been doing all season long. I just stuck with it, and I had the game that I had tonight." 

 

Smith scored 23 points, pulled down a game-high 16 rebounds and came in two assists shy of a triple-double as the Hawks evened their Eastern Conference 

semifinal series at 2-2 with the Chicago Bulls, taking a 100-88 decision Sunday at Philips Arena. 

 

"I just stayed aggressive, saw some cracks in the defense where I had opportunities to dive and tonight I did a good job of not settling," Smith said. "When I'm able 

to do that for my team, it helps us out extremely well, especially when they try to double team. I present myself in the middle of the court and just make plays out of 

the double teams." 

 

For three quarters, the plays Smith was making had the crowd at Philips Arena gasping and groaning. He shot just 4-for-15 – 2-for-8 on jump shots – for 12 points. 
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The Hawks were behind 69-67 and found themselves 12 minutes away from being down 3-1 heading to Chicago.  

 

But then something happened. 
 

Smith stopped taking jumpers, and he and the Hawks came alive. They outscored the Bulls 33-19 in the fourth quarter, with Smith scoring 11 points and Al Horford 

adding eight, all the field goals coming from inside the foul line, all but one by Horford from right at the rim. 

 

"It sunk in a little bit. I've been telling him that from day one; just because you're open doesn't mean it is the shot that we take," Hawks head coach Larry Drew said. 

"You have to play smart. They're going to bait him into taking those [jump shots]; they're going to try to entice him into taking those. He just has to be smart. He 

made some really smart decisions tonight." 

 

"He just sometimes finds his way to that perimeter and lets it go," Drew added. "But when he's rebounding and running the floor and pushing the basketball, I 

thought he made some really great plays in transition, making moves inside. That's who he is. He has a very unique ability. He has the ability to impact the game on 

both ends of the floor. A guy his size, his athleticism, he brings a lot." 

 

Smith brought it on both ends of the floor. His 16 rebounds and five offensive boards were game highs, while his eight assists were two fewer than the game-high 10 

by Derrick Rose. The Hawks didn't stop Rose on Sunday, but they made him work, forcing him to take 32 field-goal attempts to score his 34 points. 

 

"The last game, when he got cooking we just kind of relaxed and bowed down to him and said, 'He's going to make shots,' " said Jeff Teague, who scored 12 points 

and played 40 minutes. "Tonight we came out and tried to get up into him a little bit. Just try to challenge him every time he went to the basket. We know he's going 

to make shots and make plays, but that's our best bet." 

 

The Hawks played Sunday like a desperate team. They attacked the basket and got Joe Johnson off early. Johnson, who scored a team-high 24, was 4-for-4 in the 

first quarter. He didn't even take his third shot of Game 3 until early in the second quarter. 

 

The Hawks also bet that throwing different looks at Rose, including double teams, and making the rest of the Bulls beat them was the best approach. Unlike in Game 

3, Chicago's supporting cast wasn't equal to the challenge. The Hawks were back in business and on their way back to Chicago all even for Tuesday's Game 5. 

 

There was controversy, as with 2:27 left and the Bulls trailing 90-84, official Bennett Salvatore's inadvertent whistle resulted in a jump ball instead of a foul on 

Atlanta's Jamal Crawford on Rose's attempted 3-pointer. Salvatore admitted after the game that he flubbed the call, and that it should have been a foul on Crawford. 

 

Instead of Rose getting three foul shots, Joakim Noah got beat by Smith on a jump ball, and, eventually, the Bulls got beat down court, leading to a Horford slam 

that ignited a 7-2 Hawks run. 

 

Beyond that incident, however, Sunday's game was mostly about Smith realizing what he shouldn't do. 

 

In the fourth quarter, with the game on the line, Smith showed discipline and stopped taking jump shots, instead doing some of his best work in the series where he 

did his best work during the season and the first round, on the periphery of the basket and attacking the basket. 

 

Smith's ability to make adjustments was most obvious with the score tied at 80 and less than six minutes remaining. Isolated on the right side, about 10 feet from 

the basket, Carlos Boozer backed off and gave him the jumper, Smith faked the shot and drove the baseline, drawing a foul and hitting two shots to give the Hawks 

the lead. 

 

In a later sequence, he again faked a jumper, which drew Boozer out, and then fired a pass underneath to Horford for a layup and a 90-84 lead with 2:41 to go. 

 

Suddenly, the arena was alive, while Rose appeared to be running on fumes. 

 

"We've got a quote in the locker room that says, 'Tough times never last, but tough people do.' I consider myself a tough person," Smith said. "I knew this rut wasn't 

going to last. I had to stay positive, and I think we put it on our shoulders as a team and as a unit to get it done. We didn't want to go back there trailing 3-1, in a 

hostile environment in the United Center. We wanted to tie it up and give ourselves an opportunity to win the series." 

 

That was a good choice. The first of the many the Hawks made Sunday. 

 

"We made really good decisions," Drew said. "I thought Josh played a phenomenal game. He was good inside, I thought he made great decisions, he was in 

transition defensively, he was active, he's (got) a unique ability and tonight he was really, really good." 
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