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The Atlanta Hawks knew that the loss 

of Kirk Hinrich at the end of the first-

round series with Orlando would hurt 

them in their second-round series with 

Chicago. 

 

It finally did in Game 3, a 99-82 

Chicago victory at Philips Arena, which 

gave the Bulls a 2-1 series lead and 

regained them homecourt advantage. 

But not necessarily for the reason they'd 

have thought. 

 

Hinrich's absence was supposed to 

hinder the ability to guard Derrick 

Rose. Rose went off in Game 3, scoring 

for 44 points, looking like the League MVP and showing he could shoot, hitting over 59 percent of his 

shots. Hinrich wouldn't have done much to prevent that. It's hard to imagine anyone that could. 

 

"He's a tough cover anyway just keeping him out of the lane. But when that jump shot is going, he looks 

like the MVP," said Jeff Teague. "That's what he did." 

 

Teague showed he could play with Rose, actually faster, at least for a quarter, as in the first quarter he 

scored a team-high 10 points, making five of his six shots — although that meant that Joe Johnson and 

Jamal Crawford did not get warmed up, as they took a total of three shots. 
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But were Hinrich's absence was felt was in the lack of depth to try to even slow Rose down. 

 

There was no back-up for Teague. Once he was gassed, he then had to contend with Rose's back-up C.J. 

Watson. That, in turn led to the crux of the problem for the Hawks Friday night. 

 

The Hawks had no answer for Chicago's second unit. The quartet of Ronnie Brewer, Taj Gibson, Kyle 

Korver, and CJ Watson outscored the Hawks' bench 34-14 and even outscored the four Bull starters 

other than Rose, 34-21. 

 

In the second quarter, when Chicago blew open what was a six-point game at the quarter, opening up a 

19-point lead at one juncture, it was the second unit that made it happen. In that quarter Brewer, 

Gibson, Korver and Watson scored as many points (20) as the entire Hawks team and shot 8-for-9, 

making both three-point field goals attempts.  

 

"Korver came in and made shots. We knew he wouldn't stay cold the whole series, but he came in and 

made shots," said Teague, who led Atlanta with 21 points. "We knew Derrick Rose was going to score. 

We have to stop everyone else and try to get them off the offensive boards and things like that, pick it 

up with the hustle points." 

 

Especially if the Hawks want to go to the strategy of forcing Rose to give up the ball and make the rest 

of the team beat them. 

 

The Hawks, used a short bench and got little from it. They needed a spark from the bench or anywhere 

for that matter, but never got it.  

 

All the energy on this night belonged to the Bulls.  

 

That was especially apparent on the offensive glass, as the Bulls outrebounded Atlanta 47-34 and by a 2

-to-1 margin on the offensive glass (18-9). Joakim Noah had eight offensive boards himself and Taj 

Gibson came off the bench to grab seven more. 

 

That especially frustrated forwards Josh Smith and Al Horford.  

 

"Everybody was crashing," said Smith, who had 17 points and 13 rebounds but all of them on the 

defensive end. "In Game 1, it was a team effort on the glass. In order to beat this team you. It can't just 

be done by the four and five. Everybody has to go in there and gain rebounds and come away with the 

ball before we leak out." 

 

"They've been more aggressive, they're getting in there getting a lot of the 50-50 balls," added Horford. 

"We didn't have the effort tonight. Me especially. I certainly didn't play the way I expected to. But it's 

only one game. We're planning to refocus." 

 

During one sequence in the second quarter, Taj Gibson and Joakim Noah played keep-away on the 

offensive glass, each grabbing two offensive rebounds before Gibson was finally fouled. 

 

They also took the Hawks out of their game offensively.  

 

Smith took 14 shots, matching his high for the series, but five of them came from outside the paint on 

jumpers — all missing and were met at first with groans from the Philips Arena crowd then boos. 

Horford started 0-for-6, not scoring his first basket until hitting a lay-up with 1:32 left in the half, and 

finished with 10 points. 

 

It was Horford's first double-digit scoring game of this series and, second since the 31-point outburst 

against the Bulls on March 2, Horford has totaled 45 points in five games against the Bulls. 

 

Although Atlanta cut the lead to 13 by half, frustration had clearly set in, to the point that mild-

mannered Jamal Crawford was hit with a technical foul after the halftime buzzer. 

 

Atlanta played better defense in the second half, but never got the deficit into single digits and never 

came close to stopping Rose. 

 

For Game 4, they may not be one answer to attacking that puzzle. 

 

"Just be more aggressive. We have to do a better job of guarding the ball," said Horford. "If we have to 

throw looks that's what we'll do." 

 

More important may be stopping the Bulls big men. Hawks head coach Larry Drew hasn't ruled out 

going back to the bigger lineup that includes Jason Collins at center. 

Hawks' Hinrich doubtful for Chicago 

series
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"I'll look at tall the offensive rebounds they got, see where they got them, how they got them, see if we 

need to go back to the big lineup," he said. "This is the one game where we really got hurt with [the 

offensive rebounding]. It seems like the way they got them, it just didn't look as if there was something 

we were doing from a defensive standpoint that was putting us at a disadvantage in getting a body on 

them. Right now it just seems that they just outworked us. If that's the case maybe going back to a 

bigger lineup is a possibility." 

 

"Don't hang our heads," said Smith. "We have to come out on Sunday ready to play basketball. The 

series is not over." 
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