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Bad start, bad finish, bad ankle -- g'night, everybody
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The Bulls got smacked. 
 
Derrick Rose got hurt. 
 
The future got ugly. 
 
I think that pretty much covers Game 1 of the Bulls’ 
second-round playoff opener against Atlanta. 
 
The Bulls couldn’t start, couldn’t finish, and couldn’t 
do anything about the presumptive MVP hobbling off 
the court at game’s end. 
 
On the night he received his Coach of the Year award, 
Tom Thibodeau had to explain why he had the 
league’s top player on the floor in the dying seconds 
of a game his team trailed by eight. It’s really not much different from the way Thibodeau has 
handled comeback situations this season. 
 
Just potentially more calamitous. 
 
Without Rose, the Bulls are done. Duh. He came back from a similar injury last series, so I expect 
him to come back again. Like the Black Knight in “Monty Python and the Holy Grail’’ who loses all 
his limbs and claims it’s just a flesh wound, Rose will claim to be OK. 
 
But what’s definitely not OK is the Bulls’ nasty habit of not being ready to start playoff games. I 
thought we were done with that stuff. Didn’t we cover that last series? 
 
Guess not, because they opened their second-round series against Atlanta as badly as they opened the 
first four games against Indiana. 
 
But this wasn’t even the Hawks’ punishing the Bulls at the rim. This was just the Bulls’ missing open 
shots. Like, their first nine. A good way to spot your opponent a 28-18 lead after one quarter. 
 
Rose didn’t make his first basket until less than five minutes remained in the first half. Even Jeff 
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Teague hit two shots. Heck, even some guy named Damien Wilkins hit two shots. 
 
Jeez, any kind of decent basketball, and the Bulls would’ve been up 10 at half. As it was, they trailed 
by just one thanks to a stud performance by Luol Deng, who scored 17 and filled up the stat line with 
three rebounds, an assist, a steal and a block in the first two periods. 
 
The Bulls made a run in the third quarter, the kind of run when they decide the game. 
 
But no. Not this time. Not on a night when the best defense in the league would allow an opponent to 
hit more than 51 percent of its shots. 
 
The Bulls went up six, but then we found out what’s worse than forfeiting the first quarter: getting 
waxed in the fourth by eight points at home. In fact, during a nine-minute stretch at the end of the 
third quarter and into the fourth, the Hawks strafed the Bulls for a 27-11 run. Ballgame. 
 
And then Rose turned an ankle again. 
 
Palm to forehead.
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