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After Game 1 win, Johnson says Hawks 'in the driver's seat'  

By Fred Mitchell 

Tribune reporter 

11:55 AM CDT, May 3, 2011 

Atlanta Hawks players would have been quite content to 
win one of the first two Eastern Conference semifinal 
playoffs games in Chicago before heading back to 
Atlanta for Game 3. 
 
But after Monday night’s 103-95 triumph over the Bulls 
at the United Center, the Hawks can't help feeling 
greedy. 
 
“We’re not satisfied by no means. We know that the 
series is far from over,” said guard Joe Johnson, who 
dropped 34 points on the Bulls in the opener. “But yet 
and still, we understand the fact that we have now put 
ourselves in the driver’s seat. And it won’t hurt to come 
out and get another one.” 
 
The top-seeded Bulls host the Hawks in Game 2 Wednesday night. The winners of the first game of the 
conference semifinals have gone on to win the series 78 percent of the time. 
 
Hawks coach Larry Drew shares his players’ hungry sentiment. 
 
“Our mindset is to go in and get two,” said Drew after Tuesday morning’s practice at the United Center. 
“Obviously, we are very happy with coming out with (Monday) night’s win. And we like the position 
that we’re in right now, having the opportunity to go up 2-0 if we play well.  
 
“In looking back in the Orlando series, being in a similar situation, I felt like we kind of let our guards 
down a little bit. I thought we got a little complacent; I thought we got a little soft. And that is just 
something I cannot allow to happen. Not at this particular point. We’re in familiar waters again in the 
second round, having won the first game. The one thing we cannot do is come out passive. We can’t 
come out with our guards down. We can’t be satisfied.” 
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