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Lack of killer instinct costs Hawks in Game 2
 
By Gregg Doyel 
CBSSports.com National Columnist  
May 5, 2011 

CHICAGO -- Game 2 was a time for greed, but the Atlanta Hawks didn't get greedy. Apparently it's not in their DNA, which is odd for a team with 
so many one-dimensional scorers, but there it is. When it's time for this team to get greedy, it doesn't. Maybe it can't. 

It couldn't against the Chicago Bulls on Wednesday night, when Derrick Rose played erratically and Carlos Boozer played with limited mobility 
and the Chicago bench played poorly -- and the Bulls still won easily. 

Because Atlanta wasn't greedy. 

Because Atlanta wasn't interested. 

That's how Chicago's 86-73 victory looked to me. It looked an awful lot like Atlanta's 
previous Game 2 "effort," if you can call it that, against Orlando in the first round of the 
playoffs. In that series, like this one, the Hawks stole the first game on the road -- and the 
home-court advantage -- but mailed in Game 2. After getting that out of their system in the 
Orlando series, like a bad bit of beef, the Hawks won three of the next four games to finish 
off the Magic in six games. 

That's why I can't read too much into the Bulls' victory Wednesday. The Bulls played hard 
but not well. The Hawks? They played neither. See, the Hawks already had accomplished 
everything they wanted from their trip to Chicago. This Eastern Conference semifinal is 
tied at 1-1, but Atlanta has the upper hand by taking the home-court advantage away from 
the Bulls. 

And Atlanta knows it. 

"I told our team we go home feeling good about ourselves," Hawks coach Larry Drew said. 
"We go home with the home-court advantage." 

The Bulls, of course, put a different spin on it. Things are different, they said. They learned 
from Game 1, when they fell into a 9-0 hole in the opening minutes, to come out with 
urgency. Plus they're putting the distractions behind them, distractions like Tom 
Thibodeau's coach of the year award and Rose's two MVP ceremonies -- one Tuesday 
after practice, another Wednesday before tip-off when NBA commissioner David Stern 
presented him with the award. 

"All of that's over now," Rose said, "and we can just ball out." 

Sounds good, but that's not what I saw Wednesday night. I didn't see Rose balling out. I 
saw him struggling again, putting up a stat line eerily similar to his line from Game 1, when 
he needed 27 shots to score 24 points. In Game 2? He needed 27 shots to score 25 
points. Rose had 10 assists in both games, but he had eight turnovers in Game 2. 
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So if anything, Rose was worse in Game 2 than he was in Game 1. 

And still the Bulls won by 13. 

This one's on the Hawks. That's what I'm saying. Atlanta had no focus, no energy, no 
rebounding. The Bulls outrebounded Atlanta 58-39, a statistical anomaly that simply cannot happen unless one team cares a lot more than the 
other team. And one team did. Chicago cared about Game 2. Chicago needed Game 2. Lose Game 2, go down 2-0 with the next two games on 
the road, and the Bulls would have been on the brink. This series might not have come back to Chicago. 

But the Hawks weren't thinking like that. They weren't, as I said, greedy. They were indifferent defensively and they were pushed around under 
the basket and they were unfocused on offense. That's the assessment of Drew himself, who said, "We didn't do a good job contesting the rim. 
We had a total breakdown defensively." 

Drew also said, "They made a more assertive effort to get to the offensive glass. We should have expected that and we talked about it coming 
into this game. You have to expect pushing and grabbing under the basket ... [but] we didn't respond to it well and let them have their way in 
there." 

Drew also said, "We had a similar scenario in the series with Orlando. We had them, and then in Game 2 we let an opportunity slip away." 

See? That whole "Atlanta isn't greedy" thing isn't my theory. It comes straight from the top, from the head coach of the Hawks. And he's right. 
Which means I'm right. Look at the stats, people. In Game 2 against Orlando, the Hawks were outrebounded 52-39. They were outrebounded 
even worse in Game 2 against the Bulls. 

Meanwhile, the shots that Atlanta hit in Game 1 weren't falling in Game 2. They looked similar from one game to the next, a series of jumpers 
from Joe Johnson and a mixture of jumpers and crazy drives by Jamal Crawford, with one difference: They didn't fall in Game 2. After combining 
for 56 points on 20-for-34 shooting in Game 1, Johnson and Crawford had less than half that in Game 2 -- 27 points total -- on 9-for-24 shooting. 
And of course they did almost nothing for their teammates, playing a total of 76 minutes and handing out just two assists. Total. 

Do you know how hard it is for two NBA players to get 76 minutes of action, with the ball constantly in their hands, and get just two assists? It's 
almost impossible. It requires a level of greed you don't see on winning teams, and the Hawks didn't win Wednesday. Greedy, yet not greedy. 
The Bulls were there for the taking in Game 2, but the Hawks couldn't be bothered. They already won their game in Chicago. Can't they just go 
back to Atlanta? 

Well, yes. Now the Hawks can go back to Atlanta. 

But Derrick Rose will be in Atlanta, too. And if he starts playing like the MVP that he is, the Hawks will be sorry they didn't go harder after Game 
2. 

 
For more from Gregg Doyel, check him out on Twitter: @greggdoyelcbs 
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