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Orlando Magic's season ends with loss in Game 6 to 
Atlanta Hawks 
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ATLANTA — The Orlando Magic face a long, uncertain 
offseason. 
 
Those months off will be filled with questions about how a 
season that started with such promise ended with such 
overwhelming disappointment. 
 
A team that advanced to the NBA Finals in 2009 and 
reached the Eastern Conference finals in 2010 didn't go 
beyond the first round this year. This postseason ended 
Thursday night after the Magic fell 84-81 in Game 6 of their 
opening-round series to the Atlanta Hawks. 
 
"They just played harder than us," said Dwight Howard, 
whose 25 points and 15 rebounds weren't enough to 
overcome his team's poor defensive rebounding, 
carelessness with the ball and errant long-range shooting. 
 

Video: Stan Van Gundy explains why he left Game 5 
early 
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The series concluded, appropriately enough, on a pair of 
misfired 3-pointers. 
 
J.J. Redick missed a wide-open shot that would've tied the 
game with 3.9 seconds remaining — a shot he'd likely sink 
eight out of 10 times inside Amway Center's gym. 
 
"I think it's a cruel joke that I'll have to have that replay in 
my mind every day for the next five months, six months, 
eight months — however long it is until we play again," 
Redick said. "It sucks." 
 
The Magic had another chance to tie the score after 
Atlanta's Al Horford collected the loose ball and stepped 
on the baseline with 1.8 seconds left. But Jason 
Richardson, playing on an injured left heel, put up a 
desperation heave that Hawks forward Josh Smith blocked 
easily. 
 
The final play set off a wild celebration inside Philips 
Arena, the same place where the Magic completed a 
second-round sweep of the Hawks last year. 
 
Red, blue and silver streamers fell from the ceiling. The 
announced crowd of 19,282 screamed. And the Magic 
retreated to their locker room, knowing that their chance at 
redemption next season could be delayed by a potential 
lockout. 
 
When the Magic's dressing room finally opened, about 25 
minutes after the final buzzer, Howard, point guard Jameer 
Nelson and power forward Brandon Bass all sat at their 
lockers. Howard and Nelson read some messages on their 
cell phones and quietly spoke about specific plays that had 
occurred minutes earlier. Bass stared straight ahead. 
 
This one hurt. 
 
The Hawks gathered 14 offensive rebounds, frustrating the 
Magic all night. 
 
And the Magic missed all but five of their 19 attempts from 
beyond the arc. Over the six-game series, they made just 
over 26 percent of their 3-point tries. 
 
"We had our chances," Nelson said later. "We didn't get 
the rebounds, and it's not on any one person. It's the whole 
team." 
 
Meanwhile, coach Stan Van Gundy sat in another part of 

Philips Arena, giving his postgame press conference. 
 
"Where my disappointment lies right now," he said, "quite honestly, is I have a team with a guy like 
Dwight Howard who is a great, great, great player and a great battler — and he was today — and 
a team that fights as hard as our guys did and I couldn't get 'em over the hump to win a series. 
That really is disappointing to me as a coach and the job that I did." 
 
The biggest question facing the franchise revolves around Howard, the superstar who can 
become a free agent after the 2011-12 season. 
 
The Magic almost certainly will offer Howard a contract extension in the coming days or weeks, 
but Howard feels that it's not in his best interests to re-sign right now. 
 
By becoming a free agent about 14 months from now, he would probably receive a much larger 
payday than if he signed an extension before the collective bargaining agreement expires at the 
end of June. Also, his potential free agency gives him additional leverage to prod team officials 
into making needed roster upgrades. 
 
Howard would not discuss his future after Thursday's defeat. 
 
"That has nothing to do with right now," Howard said. 
 
"There's no need for me to comment on it. So, you know, let's not even talk about it. There's no 
need to bring it up. Right now, I'm going to figure out how can I get myself better for next season, 
not about what team I want to play for. But right now I'm with the Magic, so all the speculation can 
stop. There's no need to talk about it." 
 
And, now, there can't be any doubt this team has regressed, which further complicates Howard's 
situation. 
 
The bold mid-December trades of Vince Carter, Marcin Gortat, Rashard Lewis, Mickael Pietrus 
and a first-round draft pick for Gilbert Arenas, Earl Clark, Hedo Turkoglu and Richardson didn't 
help the Magic get out of the first round. The deals appear to have made the team's future 
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prospects worse. 
 
Arenas and Turkoglu have such expensive, long-term deals that almost all NBA observers 
consider them untradeable. Their deals inflate an already bloated team payroll that leaves 
President of Basketball Operations Otis Smith with no flexibility to make moves. 
 
Arenas showed a few flashes in these playoffs, but he lacks explosiveness and quickness 
because of lingering problems with the left knee that he originally injured in April 2007. And 
Turkoglu made just under 30 percent of his shot attempts in the series against the Hawks. 
 
Indeed, apart from Howard, no Magic player performed consistently well against the Hawks, who 
on Thursday scored 19 points off of Orlando's 14 turnovers. 
 
The Magic trailed 71-59 with nine minutes remaining in the fourth quarter, but they staged a frantic 
comeback to cut the Hawks' lead to 78-76. 
 
After Atlanta went up 82-77 on a reverse layup by Joe Johnson, the Magic scored the next four 
points on a pair of layups by Nelson to draw within one point with 34.3 seconds left. 
 
"I think our will toward the end [made the difference]," Johnson said. "Our will to come up with the 
loose ball, come up with the big plays down the stretch was big." 
 
On the Hawks' ensuing possession, a 3-point try by Marvin Williams was off, but Johnson batted it 
toward the perimeter and into the hands of teammate Jamal Crawford. 
 
Crawford was fouled and made a pair of free throws with 8.2 seconds left to put the Hawks up by 
three points. 
 
That set the stage for Redick's and Richardson's missed 3s. 
 
In other words, it set the stage for more disappointment. 
 
"This is a bad feeling," said Howard, who played all 48 minutes Thursday. "You should never let a 
team outwork you." 
 
And that might be the frustrating part of all. 
 
Weeks ago, Magic players decided to grow their facial hair until their playoff run ended. 
 
Most of them expected that their beards would grow shaggy. 
 
But in the aftermath of Thursday's season-ending loss, they knew otherwise. 
 
"I'm gonna go get a haircut tomorrow," one of them said. 
 
A trip to the barber will never feel as awful. 
 
jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our 
Orlando Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus.  
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Black Thought at 9:10 AM April 29, 2011  

This was a very frustrsting season. ith hindsight thigs cold have been different but I was for the trades 
when they were made. The team was stale and going no where fast. The trades turned out to be a wash 
since the same results were acheived. The Magic never really got on a roll excpet thoe few games after 
the trade. 
For those disappointed keep in mind my home team is 24 - 58. So there are worse fates that coujld have 
been suffered than a team not getting out of round one. This is why I love League Pass. Where ever 
Howard ends up, I will follow. 

slumpymcslump at 9:09 AM April 29, 2011  

What are all those "die-hard" Magic fans in Orlando fans going to do with all their shirts, hats, and 
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bumper stickers they bought two weeks ago ?  lol ! 

thebigO-oH at 8:59 AM April 29, 2011  

D12 is gone baby gone! and he should. who would want to waste away there most formidable years 
because of an inept GM and coach. then to top it off, the coach & GM were given a vote of confidence by 
the ownership. I see D12 as a clipper, hornets, nets or spurs. all teams with good PG who can get him 
the ball where he is most effective. What i learned about this season is that the 2009 team were a bunch 
of overachievers!! 
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