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The Magic-Hawks series is becoming increasingly tense on and 
off the court 

8:33 PM EDT, April 23, 2011 

ATLANTA — Maybe familiarity really does breed 
contempt, because the first-round playoff series between 
the Orlando Magic and the Atlanta Hawks is becoming 
downright chippy. 

On a day the NBA handed down one-game suspensions 
to Orlando's Jason Richardson and Atlanta's Zaza 
Pachulia for fighting each other, both teams escalated 
their posturing for officials and had increasingly harsh 
words for each other. 

Stan Van Gundy complained that Hawks centers Jason 
Collins and Zaza Pachulia hit superstar Dwight Howard 
at every opportunity but flop to the court whenever they 
face minimal contact. Meanwhile, Collins and Pachulia 
said that Howard dishes out at least as much punishment 
as he receives. And the Magic stewed that Richardson received the same punishment as Pachulia. 

"I don't have any problem with the physical style of play," Van Gundy said. "I like it when guys stand up 
and fight like men. I think that's what the game's all about. The one thing that frustrates me is all the 
flopping. Jameer [Nelson] knocked over Jason Collins in the corner last night barely hitting him. 

"I mean, come on. Enough. I've always been frustrated with that, and I think quite honestly we have to 
look at the way we coach. The one thing I think referees would have to admit is we don't flop. It's not 
something we teach. We don't like it. We treat it with disdain. I don't think it should be part of this 
league, but I have to look at that, because it works in this league." 

Van Gundy met with the media shortly after the NBA announced its suspensions for Richardson and 
Pachulia for their altercation near the end of Atlanta's Game 3 victory. 

With Atlanta ahead 81-80 with 2:22 remaining, Pachulia fouled Howard hard as Howard shot the ball in 
the lane. As Howard landed, his right elbow careened into the left side of Pachulia's face, and then 
Pachulia flung an arm out. 

Jason Richardson raced into the picture, and as he and Pachulia jawed at each other, Pachulia delivered 
two or three head butts to Richardson's forehead. Richardson responded by delivering a shove to 
Pachulia's face. 
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"I'm protecting one of my teammates," Richardson said. "He walked up on me and head-butted me three 
times. It's a reaction. What do you want me to do? Walk away? If it was done again, I would do it 
again." 

Richardson said he didn't feel Pachulia's first two head butts, but he added that the third one left him 
with a headache for a few hours afterward. 

Pachulia acknowledged that he hit Richardson with his forehead. 

"Maybe the first one or two was, like, a manner of talking," Pachulia said Saturday. "But the third one 
was a big one, the third one. That's a tough situation." 

When told that Howard said he didn't unleash an elbow, Pachulia expressed surprise. 

"You serious?" Pachulia said. 

"That's obvious, man. Come on." 

Collins all but called Howard a dirty player. 

"When the whistle blows, it doesn't end for him," Collins said, according to The Associated Press. 
"You've got to protect yourself at all times." 

Told of Collins' remark, Van Gundy responded, "Yeah. OK." 

To be sure, part of Collins' and Pachulia's job description for this series is to get under the skin of the 
Magic, particularly Howard. 

It might be working. 

When asked about Pachulia after the Game 3 loss, Howard rolled his eyes and responded, "Uh, he's a 
pretty good defender." 

And, now, the Magic will play without Richardson tonight. 

"Guys have been playing really dirty," Richardson said, referring to Pachulia. "But I have to do a better 
job of keeping my emotions in. I think that was the only thing that was wrong. But other than that, I 
think I acted a way anybody else would act if somebody was in their face like that." 

jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our Orlando 
Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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