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Orlando Magic say they need to generate hustle plays against the 
Atlanta Hawks 

By Josh Robbins, Orlando Sentinel 

8:41 PM EDT, April 21, 2011 

To hear Jameer Nelson tell it, the Orlando Magic haven't 
sat around their locker room and talked about how badly 
they need to hustle all over the court throughout their 
playoff series against the Atlanta Hawks. 
 
Some things don't need to be said. 
 
"We just know," Nelson explained. "As players we 
know to do whatever it takes right now." 
 
That knowledge could determine whether the Magic beat 
the Hawks in Game 3 of their deadlocked best-of-seven 
series tonight at Philips Arena and decide whether the 
Magic advance to the second round of the playoffs. 
 
J.J. Redick and Nelson dived onto Amway Center's 
parquet floor on separate occasions in Game 2, and each of those plays not only resulted directly in 
baskets for Orlando, but also suddenly swung momentum at crucial moments in the Magic's direction. 
 
"That shows the heart," power forward Ryan Anderson said. "That shows that we're a relentless team. 
We're not going to fold. If we're missing some shots, it's not the end of the world. Each guy on this team 
brings a lot to the table, not just shooting. If we can make those plays, it kind of builds everybody else 
up around them." 
 
The Magic might not have any margin for error. 
 
Their shooting, their defense and their ability to protect the basketball all have been suspect at times. 
 
So far, no Orlando player has been able to shoot effectively except for Dwight Howard, and even 
Superman might not be able to maintain his monstrous scoring average of 39.5 points per game. 
 
The defense allowed the Hawks to shoot 51.4 percent from the field in Game 1, but it limited the Hawks 
to 39.5 percent shooting in Game 2. Which percentage is more indicative of how the rest of the series 
will go? 
 
And the Magic have averaged 17.0 turnovers per game. 
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The complexion of the series could turn suddenly in the days ahead, with hard-fought games morphing 
into blowouts. But what seems more likely is that the Magic and the Hawks will be locked in a tight 
battle from here on out. 
 
No wonder Stan Van Gundy and his assistant coaches on Thursday showed their players film of some of 
their best defensive efforts in Game 2. 
 
The coaches also showed Redick's and Nelson's key plays. 
 
With the score tied at 14 with 1:49 left in the first quarter, the Hawks went on an 18-9 run to take 
control. But Redick poked the ball away from Kirk Hinrich, and outraced Hinrich to the loose ball by 
diving to the floor. From his backside, Redick threw the ball over his shoulder to Nelson, who sprinted 
to the hoop for an easy score. 
 
That play kicked off a 25-10 Orlando run to close out the first half. 
 
Nelson's play was even more important. 
 
The Hawks went on a 12-2 run in the fourth quarter to cut Orlando's lead to 78-76 following a fastbreak 
dunk by Al Horford with 2:14 to go. 
 
Atlanta had all of the momentum. 
 
Until Nelson took it back on Orlando's ensuing possession. 
 
Zaza Pachulia knocked the ball away from Howard, and Nelson dived to the parquet to collect it before 
Hinrich. 
 
Nelson passed to Howard, who tossed it to Anderson, who swung it to Hedo Turkoglu. 
 
Turkoglu drove to the hoop and made a layup to put Orlando up 80-76. 
 
"That was all to win a home game by six," Van Gundy said. "So, it wasn't easy. It's not gonna be easy. 
But we have to play at that kind of energy and intensity level." 
 
That's the primary goal for Game 3. 
 
"I think those hustle plays are huge," Anderson said. "Those are the difference-makers in these games 
because every play matters, every play counts." 
 
That's the lesson the Magic have learned so far this series. 
 
jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our Orlando 
Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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