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Orlando Magic credit a 'team' effort for slowing Joe Johnson 

By Josh Robbins, Orlando Sentinel 

6:18 PM EDT, April 20, 2011 

The Orlando Magic made a dramatic improvement from 
Game 1 to Game 2 of their series against the Atlanta 
Hawks in one key area. 
 
They defended Joe Johnson well. 
 
The Magic held the Hawks' leading scorer to 14 points 
on 6-of-15 shooting — and perhaps foreshadowed how 
they'll try to guard him for the rest of the series. 
 
"We did a team job," Jason Richardson said. "It wasn't 
just one player." 
 
Indeed, Richardson or Hedo Turkoglu spent the 
majority of time guarding Johnson. 
 
But Quentin Richardson and J.J. Redick defended against him as well. And Dwight Howard, free to 
roam because Atlanta's centers are minimal threats on offense, always lurked in the background in case 
Johnson drove to the hoop. 
 
The way the Magic defended Johnson was even more impressive when you consider that Johnson scored 
six of his points on desperation heaves. He swished a 31-footer as the shot clock expired midway 
through the first quarter and a 26-footer as the shot clock expired late in the second quarter. 
 
"I think we did a good job of just making it tough on him," Richardson said. "With a good player like 
Joe, that's what you want to do on him." 
 
TD moment 
 
If nothing else, Jameer Nelson can say he's had his Terrell Davis moment. 
 
Nelson missed at least a portion of the Magic's shootaround Tuesday — something the Magic didn't 
disclose before Tuesday night's tipoff — because he suffered from a migraine headache. 
 
"I had to go home and lay down," Nelson said. "They tried to make me wear these crazy glasses, but my 
teammates were laughing at me already." 
 
Nelson took medicine and wound up playing almost 38 minutes. He scored 13 points, albeit on 4-of-15 
shooting, and hauled in eight rebounds. 
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Davis sat out a portion of Super Bowl XXXII because of a migraine. But the Denver Broncos running 
back took some medicine, won the game's MVP award and helped John Elway win his first Super Bowl 
championship. 
 
Howard's notables 
 
Just how well did Howard play in the series' first two games? 
 
He has compiled 79 points and 38 rebounds. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, only one other player 
has ever totaled that many points and rebounds in his first two games of a given postseason. Elgin 
Baylor, arguably the league's first above-the-rim player, had 89 points and 39 rebounds for the Los 
Angeles Lakers in their first two postseason games in 1961. 
 
Howard also became just the fourth player since the NBA/ABA merger to tally at least 75 points and at 
least 35 rebounds in back-to-back playoff games. The others are Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Hakeem 
Olajuwon and Shaquille O'Neal. Abdul-Jabbar, Olajuwon and O'Neal accomplished the feat three 
times apiece. 
 
Layups 
 
• The Magic had Wednesday off. 
 
• The team will practice Thursday morning at Amway Center before it leaves for Atlanta in advance of 
Game 3 on Friday. 
 
• The NBA has issued eight possible schedule scenarios for Game 5 on Tuesday — all of them 
contingent on what happens in other series. The most intriguing scenario would have the Magic hosting 
the Hawks at Amway Center at 6 p.m. — an exceedingly strange time for a non-holiday weekday. But 
that would only happen if Game 5 is necessary in the Boston-New York series and not necessary in the 
Chicago-Indiana and Los Angeles Lakers-New Orleans series. 
 
All other scenarios, which are too numerous to list here, would have the Magic and Hawks begin Game 
5 at 7 p.m., 7:30 p.m. or 8 p.m. 
 
jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our Orlando 
Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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