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Atlanta Hawks beat Orlando Magic 103-93 in Game 1 

By Josh Robbins, ORLANDO SENTINEL 

9:55 PM EDT, April 16, 2011 

The Orlando Magic aren't going to sweep the Atlanta 
Hawks out of the playoffs this time. 

Heck, if the Magic don't play much better than they did 
on Saturday, they'll be the ones who get steamrolled. 

In a 180-degree reversal of last year's postseason 
matchup, the Hawks controlled Game 1 of the teams' 
first-round series almost from start to finish. A 
Herculean effort by Dwight Howard and a spectacular 
third quarter by Jameer Nelson weren't enough to stop 
the Magic from losing 103-93. 

The Magic couldn't hit a shot in the first half, couldn't 
defend the entire game and turned the ball over 18 times. 

Doesn't leave much else, does it? 

Five Atlanta players scored in double figures, led by Joe Johnson, who had 25 points. The Hawks made 
51.4 percent of their shots. 

Howard scored 31 of his game-high 46 points and collected eight of his game-high 19 rebounds in the 
first half. 

Nelson scored 20 of his 27 points in the third quarter. 

Everybody else in a Magic uniform? Missing in action. 

The Magic received a total of 10 points from starters Brandon Bass, Hedo Turkoglu and Jason 
Richardson on a combined 4-of-21 shooting. 

Game 2 in the best-of-seven series will be held Tuesday night. 

Whatever happens, it can't get much uglier than what the announced sellout crowd of 19,108 saw 
Saturday. 

Howard scored the Magic's first 12 points — a portent of things to come. 
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During the first half, Howard scored 31 points on 11-of-16 shooting from the field. 

But he received almost no help. The rest of the team combined to score 17 points on abysmal 6-of-23 
shooting. 

Coach Stan Van Gundy had wanted to see his team's offense play at a faster pace and with more energy 
than it did against the Hawks during the regular season. Instead, during the first half, the Magic seemed 
content to throw the ball into Howard and just stand around and watch their all-star center try to beat the 
Hawks single-handedly. 

For a while, the Magic had Howard and no one else. 

Ryan Anderson, Bass and Nelson were held scoreless until 27.2 seconds remained in the half, and even 
then Nelson only made one of two free throws. 

In the matchup between the starting point guards, Kirk Hinrich outplayed Nelson by a wide margin in 
the first half. Hinrich, who was acquired by the Hawks for Mike Bibby before the trade deadline, scored 
11 points and made five of his seven shots. 

But the rest of the Hawks made their shots, too. 

The entire Atlanta team made 55.0 percent of their first-half shots, and Johnson scored 13 points, Al 
Horford poured in 12 and Jamal Crawford chipped in 11. 

Even Howard went cold in the third quarter, scoring just three points on 1-of-2 shooting from the field 
and 1-of-6 shooting from the free-throw line. 

Nelson scored the other 20 Magic points in the period himself. 

In the fourth quarter, the Magic closed the Hawks' lead to 92-83 on a pair of free throws by Nelson with 
4:39 remaining. 

But Johnson countered immediately with a running floater in the lane. 

On Orlando's ensuing possession, J.J. Redick missed a trey from the left corner, and the Hawks started a 
three-on-one fastbreak that ended in a thunderous slam by Josh Smith. 

The Magic's fans soon headed for the exits. 

Even a traffic jam on I-4 couldn't seem uglier than what they had just witnessed. 

jbrobbins@tribune.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. Subscribe to our Orlando 
Magic newsletter at OrlandoSentinel.com/joinus. 
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