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Atlanta Hawks playing better defense than last season 

By Zach McCann, Orlando Sentinel 

9:40 PM EDT, April 14, 2011 

The Orlando Magic rolled through the Atlanta Hawks in 
last season's playoffs, winning four games by a 
combined 101 points. 

But this year's Magic team hasn't shared the same 
success against the Hawks, dropping three of four games 
and scoring 82 points or less in all three losses. 

The Hawks have mostly the same players, so what's the 
difference? 

Orlando Magic coach Stan Van Gundy said the biggest 
difference is the Hawks' insistence on playing Al 
Horford at power forward, giving the Hawks more 
length and allowing them to better defend the Magic's 
three-point shooters. 

Jason Collins plays center and can defend Howard one-on-one, while Kirk Hinrich is a much better 
defender at point guard than Mike Bibby was last season. 

That makes the Hawks an overall better defensive team and helps explain why the Magic are averaging 
82.5 points per game against them this season. 

"They've done a good job," Van Gundy said. "We haven't moved the ball enough to break down their 
defense. They don't give up many threes." 

The Magic's biggest focus, Van Gundy said, is to keep moving offensively and not watch the guy with 
the ball. 

Redick will try to practice 

As expected, J.J. Redick will attempt to practice on Friday. He hasn't fully practiced or played in a game 
since straining his lower abdomen on March 10. 

Redick went through the walkthrough on Thursday and recently said he's "close" to returning. 

Van Gundy enjoys Howard's impressions 

Dwight Howard is well-known for his impersonations, and his most commonly used and well-known 
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impersonation is of Van Gundy. 

Howard is never shy to increase the pitch of his voice and begin yelling like Van Gundy, whether it's 
during an interview or when addressing the Orlando home crowd, like he did before Wednesday's game 
while thanking the fans for their support all season. 

Van Gundy gets a kick out of the impression. 

"He likes to tweak me a little bit, which is good," Van Gundy said. "I enjoy it. I enjoy Dwight. … He's 
smart enough to know that I can take a joke. I'm not the most sensitive guy in the world, for both good 
and bad." 

When asked if he's ever considered imitating Howard, Van Gundy said no. 

"Those things should only go one way," he said. "I shouldn't be tweaking players or having fun at their 
expense." 

Layups 

* Brandon Bass left Wednesday's game after tweaking his Achilles, but it isn't serious. The Magic kept 
him in the locker room for precautionary reasons. 

* The team spent Thursday's practice walking through the gameplan and watching film. Van Gundy 
hoped to get all the mental stuff out of the way Thursday so they could go hard on Friday. 

* The team had 12 players available at practice after a month of battling injuries and usually practicing 
with less than ten. "We've been like putting a coach out there just to walk through," Van Gundy said. 
"Now we had like extra bodies. It was a different thing." 

zmccann@orlandosentinel.com. Read his blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/magicblog. 
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