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ATLANTA — The road of regression is complete. 
 
The Magic have come to a devastatingly depressing dead end. 
 
From NBA Finals two years ago to first-round losers Thursday night. 
 
They used to run with Lakers and Celtics; now they can't even hang 
with the Hawks 
 

Video: Stan Van Gundy explains why he left Game 5 early 

 
So where do they go now after this devastating 84-81 season-ending 
loss to Atlanta? 
 
Where do they go now that they have become lost on this highway 
to nothingness? 
 
Team CEO Bob Vander Weide has already said nobody is getting 
fired and that he is happy with general manager Otis Smith and 
coach Stan Van Gundy. But as Van Gundy said before tipoff 
Thursday night, "Those votes of confidence are usually the kiss of 
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death in this game." 
 
Of course, Van Gundy was joking even though this is not a joking 
matter. We are, after all, only talking about the future of the franchise 
here. 
 
And since it appears nobody else will take the fall, I guess I will. If 
Vander Weide needs a scapegoat, I'll take the blame. I'll volunteer to 
be fired – as long as I get Van Gundy's $8 million buyout. 
 
It was me, after all, who provided the Hawks their fuel and fire 
heading into Game 6. 
 
I admit it, I thought these loony birds would fold like a $5 lawn chair 
after the Magic blew them out by 25 in Game 5. 
 
A Hawks official even passed out copies to players of a critical 
column I wrote about the mentally fragile "Atlanta Birdbrains" – a 
team with a penchant for taking ill-advised shots, committing 
unforced turnovers and essentially doing dumb things to keep 
opponents in games. 
 
Give the Hawks credit; they didn't fold up; they rose up. They took 
control from the beginning Thursday night, withstood a late Magic 
run and held on for dear life as J.J. Redick's potential game-tying 3-
pointer bounded off the rim at the end. 
 
"My disappointment lies in the fact that I have a team with a guy like 
Dwight Howard, who is a great, great, great player and a great 
battler … and I couldn't get them over the hump to win a series," a 
distraught Van Gundy said. 
 
The Magic's official playoff mantra has been "Blue and White Ignite." 
The official post-playoff mantra now has to be "Blue and White, Keep 
Dwight." The Magic have to do whatever it takes to show Howard he 
can still win championships in Orlando. That's going to be difficult 
after this series in which Howard was too often a one-man band with 
a supporting cast of kazoo players. 
 
"Right now it's about figuring out how I can make myself better; it's 
not about what team I'm going to play for," Howard said when asked 
about his future. "Right now, I'm with the Magic so all the speculation 
can stop. 
 
"Keep believing," he added when asked what he would like to tell 
Magic fans. "It's going to get better. I'm going to do whatever I can to 
lead my city. Our fans deserve a championship. I'm going to keep 
fighting. That all I can do is keep fighting." 
 
Vander Weide can say all he wants about how he's happy with Van 
Gundy and Smith, but that could change by tomorrow. If Dwight 
wants Doc Rivers to coach the team instead of Stan Van Gundy 
then guess what? The Magic should try to hire Doc Rivers. If Dwight 
wants his dad to be the general manager instead of Otis Smith, 
guess what? Go hire Dad. 
 
Something has to be done and another star brought in because the 
Magic have now officially fallen from the status of elite franchise. 
Two years ago, the Magic were in the NBA finals and were a missed 
Courtney Lee alley-oop layup from perhaps upsetting the Lakers. 
Last year, they took a step back and lost to the Celtics in the Eastern 
Conference finals. This year, they were ousted in the first round by 
the perennially underachieving Hawks, a team they swept last 
season by an historically lopsided 25 points per game. 
 
Here's all you need to know about the Magic's roster: If you were 
holding a dispersal draft of players on the Hawks and the Magic, 
Howard would be the unquestioned No. 1 pick—and the next four 
picks would likely be players on the Hawks. 
 
Even Stan Van Gundy's own brother, ABC and ESPN analyst Jeff 
Van Gundy, has said the Hawks winning this series is no fluke 
because, frankly, the Hawks have more talent. 
 
The Hawks were 6-18 this season against teams that won 50-plus 

games. In contrast, they were 7-3 against the Magic. 
 
This should tell you all you need to know. 
 
The road of regression is complete. 
 
mbianchi@tribune.com Read Mike Bianchi's Open Mike blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/openmike and listen to his 
Open Mike radio show every weekday from 6 to 9 a.m. on 740-AM.  
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DougtheCoach at 9:40 AM April 29, 2011  

Agent Zero Leg's career is over BTW. He is the biggest bust of a trade anyone has seen in the leauge in 
some time. 21 million dollars for him. I just read he wants more minutes. OMG! 

DougtheCoach at 9:35 AM April 29, 2011  

It is time to stop. When he dribbles all the way to the hole and makes a lucky shot against 3 bigger guys, 
never looking to pass, it’s celebrated like he is clutch. What the frig ever. He is a goat. A shoot first PG 
that cannot carry crap because as a basketball player overall he lacks the size to ever do anything. 
Watching him in the future of this is going to be comically as he slows down, which will be in two years. 
He won’t even be able to that (see AI career when he lost a step). So Orlando has traded players like 
Lee, Carter, Lewis, Pietrus, Gortat, etc. but kept Jameer. How’s it feel now? 

DougtheCoach at 9:35 AM April 29, 2011  

All you people still do not get it. Jameer Nelson and Gilbert Arenas(Agent Zero Leg) are terrible. They 
are terrible running the offense, getting their teammates shots, bringing the ball up the floor and most 
importantly, terrible defenders. That is the reason why we lost. It is a huge disadvantage in the NBA. No 
team in the NBA has to use their SF as their PG because they cannot handle the ball. No other team that 
wins anyway. You put any good PG with any of the two starting lineups and we are a better team. Gortat 
shouldn’t have been traded, Pietrus neither. Both played hard all the time. On both ends. Everyone that 
thinks I am crazy is mental. I have been saying this on this forum since the FInals and have watched the 
team regress. Who is left from that Finals team? The main parts. Dwight and Jameer, It sure as hell ain’t 
Howard’s fault. This organization owes the fans and DH a playmaking PG that can create shots for him 
and the others. That’s all we need to get back to the top and sadly, Otis and most of the fans on here 
have supported this midget from the FINALS stint that disrupted our team. all the way until this year. 
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