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Orlando Magic season is now on life support

Magic are now 1 loss away from embarrassing first-round exit

Mike Bianchi

SPORTS COMMENTARY

12:41 AM EDT, April 25, 2011

ATLANTA – Hate to say it, but it might just be time 
for the most dreaded four words in the Magic playoff 
vernacular: 
 
Gentlemen, start your razors. 
 
Before the Magic began the 2011 NBA playoffs, 
players vowed not to shave until the postseason was 
over and fans throughout Central Florida began the 
rallying cry … "Fear the Beard!" 
 
Now, after yet another nail-biting, heart-breaking loss 
to the Atlanta Hawks that has put the Magic in a nearly 
hopeless 3-1 hole, it's getting closer and closer to a 
time when "Fear the Beer" might be a more appropriate 
mantra. After all, it probably won't be long now before 
Magic fans everywhere are drowning their sorrows following what is quickly turning into an 
depressingly disappointing season. 
 
But there is one positive. 
 
Hey, Magic fans, did you see Gilbert Arenas Sunday night? 
 
What's it tell you about this series when the Magic can't beat the Hawks when Dwight Howard scores 46 
points in Game 1 and when Arenas rises from the ashes to score to score 20 in Game 4? Maybe it's just 
not meant to be. Maybe just maybe the Hawks, who have now beaten the Magic six of eight times this 
season, are just the better team. 
 
We keep waiting and waiting and waiting for the Magic shooters to show up in this series, but they keep 
getting worse and worse and worse. Seriously, can it get any more dreadful than hitting just 2-of-23 
from 3-point range Sunday night? 
 
Magic coach Stan Van Gundy is seemingly at a loss. It's not like his players aren't getting good shots, 
but they're putting up so many bricks and boulders that it's like they're trying to build their own version 
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of nearby Stone Mountain. 
 
"What do we do – do we get off the plane and take them to the Amway Center and start shooting until 
Tuesday night (when Game 5 tips off)," Van Gundy said. "I don't know what the answer is. I really 
don't. 
 
"We have got to overcome the mental part of this shooting slump," he added. "We're running out of 
time. Our guys' main offensive skill is they're shooters. These guys need to make some shots. You 
always hear, 'You don't want to talk about it because you'll put more pressure on them.' These guys are 
professional athletes, they're in big games, there's going to be pressure. Deal with it." 
 
One guy who is absolutely melting under the pressure is Hedo Turkoglu, who came up so big during the 
Magic's run to the Finals two years ago but has come up so small in these playoffs. In Game 3, he took 
and missed an ill-advised, 25-foot shot as time was winding down. In Game 4 Sunday, with the Magic 
trying to tie the game on their final possession, Turkoglu had the ball knocked away by Al Horford and 
had to rush a last-ditch 3-pointer. Clang! It was the 12th miss of the night for Turk against just two 
makes. 
 
The Magic are now down in this series 3-1 and it's all but over. Does anybody out there really, honestly 
believe the Magic can rally back from 3-1 against a talented and athletic Hawks team? Let's face it, only 
eight times in the 65-year history of the NBA has any team ever come back from a 3-1 deficit to win a 
best-of-seven playoff series. 
 
Longtime Magic fans are probably saying now: "Hey, Bianchi, we've blown a 3-1 playoff advantage 
before (see Magic-Pistons, 2003), why can't we rally from a 3-1 playoff disadvantage now?" 
 
Well, for one thing, the Magic of this season are not the Pistons of 2003. That Pistons team was the No. 
1 seed in the East and far more talented and balanced than this Magic team. And the versatile and deep 
Hawks team of this year is much better than Tracy McGrady's one-man Magic team of 2003. 
 
Heading into Game 4, Van Gundy created some controversy when he accused the Hawks' big men of 
being a bunch of playoff floppers. Well, the Hawks may be the biggest floppers of the postseason, but 
the Magic are one loss away from arguably being the biggest flops of the postseason. 
 
When Van Gundy was talking about Atlanta's flopping heading into Game 4, he said something about 
the Hawks that might now be appropriate advice for his own team. 
 
"Stand up," Van Gundy said, "and fight like men." 
 
We'll see if they do it Tuesday night back at the Am. 
 
Meanwhile, back in Atlanta -- the city where Margaret Mitchell once wrote the great American novel -- 
the Magic season is in serious jeopardy of being Gone with the Wind. 
 
mbianchi@tribune.com Read Mike Bianchi's Open Mike blog at OrlandoSentinel.com/openmike and 
listen to his Open Mike radio show every weekday from 6 to 9 a.m. on 740-AM.
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