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The key for the Hawks in Game 5 is obvious: Score 88 points.•
The Hawks survived to win Game 4 after they made lots of their familiar mistakes–poor shot selection, 
stagnant possessions, blown defensive assignments, turnovers. “We made some plays that weren’t very 
characteristic of us and took some ill-advised shots,” L.D. said, pointing out one thing that is very 
characteristic of this team.

•

The Hawks offset all of the bad with key rebounds, another efficient game from Jamal and some clutch 
free throws by J.J..

•

The Hawks have taken a beating for their lack of toughness and character in the past and so now they 
deserve some credit for winning ugly in this series. From the time Arenas made that 3 to tie it early in 
the fourth until the final buzzer, the Hawks answered every challenge.

•

“In the huddle, the first thing I did was look at all the guys’ faces and I didn’t see a sense of panic, which 
was a great sign for me,” Drew said. “In the past this team has been in those type of situations and didn’t 
respond well.”

•

The Dwight Defense and the Magic’s trades can’t completely explain how the Hawks are on the verge 
of winning this series after they got handled by the Magic last spring.

•

“We’re very confident right now, understanding during the regular season we had success with this 
team,” J.J. said. “Coming into the playoffs, we just wanted to ride that confidence. We got game one in 
Orlando, so our confidence grew through the roof. Now we’re up three to one, we just have to go to 
Orlando and stay focused and try to get another one.”

•

It’s not over. The Hawks have needed stretches of hot shooting to win three games and at some point 
don’t the Magic have to start making shots even if the Hawks are not really giving them lots of clean 
looks?

•
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“It’s hard to play against a team whose back is against the wall,” Smoove said. “We have to play our 
best basketball of this series to close this team out.”

•

Jamal is still a big-time shotmaker. It’s easier to overlook that forced 3 on the bad possession in the final 
minute when he scores 25 points on 18 shots and adds six assists against one turnover and a blocked 
shot (!).

•

“We’ve tried a lot of guys on him so far and no one has been able to guard him yet,” Stan Van Gundy 
said.

•

J.J. offset his 6 for 15 shooting and six turnovers by making all six of his free-throw attempts in the fourth 
and collecting four of his nine defensive rebounds in the final period. OK, one of those rebounds was 
after Dwight blocked his shot, but still.

•

Smoove had some Josh Moments, especially in the third quarter. He also had 10 rebounds, five assists 
and did good work protecting the rim.

•

It’s a strange phenomenon hearing fans at Philips Arena beg and plead with Josh to stay focused and 
play smart is a strange phenomenon. You can feel the mix of frustration/affection/hope/anguish/joy as 
he goes through his cycles.

•

The Hawks outrebounded the Magic 44-42. Atlanta’s guards combined for 16 boards.•
The Magic were desperate for someone else other than Dwight and Jameer to score. Surprisingly 
Arenas delivered, but then Nelson was 3 for 12 and Turkoglu turned in another clunker.

•

The final play, when Al poked the ball away from Turkoglu, illustrated how badly he’s hurt the Magic in 
this series. Van Gundy has barely been able to contain his disdain for his forward’s decision-making: 
“He basically gave him the ball.”

•

The Magic were 2 for 23 on 3-pointers.”I thought about taking a couple threes myself to boost our 
percentage,” Dwight said.

•

“I don’t want to take anything away from them because they are playing great defense, they are having 
an effect on our threes, but I really thought we had good looks tonight,” Van Gundy said.

•

Maybe, but it’s clear the Magic’s shooters have been flustered by a defense that stays sound on the 
perimeter and has long guys running at them. “Even when they do have looks, we’re making a 
conscious effort to get out and get a hand up,” Drew said. “I give my players all the credit for that.”

•

Hinrich (42 minutes) outplayed Jameer. The debate about whether the trade for him was a good one in 
the big picture won’t be settled for a while. But there’s no longer any question the team is better with him 
at point guard instead of Bibby, especially since Hinrich has rediscovered his shot (which he can get on 
his own, unlike his predecessor).

•

Hilton Armstrong, the throw-in in that trade, was called into action because of Zaza’s suspension and 
Twin’s foul trouble. He had had two steals, drew a charge on Dwight and was checking Dwight when he 
twice traveled.

•

“I was trying to make him use his counter more,” Armstrong said. “I didn’t want him to get flowing with 
his regular running hook. I know that’s his go-to move so I was make him spin a little bit more.”

•

If the Hawks win this series and Armstrong never does another thing for them, he will be remembered 
for this night.

•

Josh had a turn on Dwight, too: “I knew I was going to have to guard him a little bit.” L.D. took him out 
after he picked up his fifth foul. and out Collins back in.

•

If the Magic come back to win this series, they still have to realize that this team is flawed. The Hawks 
have outlined the blueprint to defend them and the Magic’s role players have all been tight.

•

“I told [teammates] if they don’t believe that we can win, then stay in Atlanta,” Dwight said. “We just have 
to keep believing and guys have to make shots, it’s as simple as that. They gotta act like it’s a practice 
or shootaround and don’t be afraid to miss. These guys are putting a lot of pressure on themselves to 
make shots.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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