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The tone was set when the Pacers scored on their opening seven possessions and then rebounded 
their first two missed shots. “That was a clear indicator,” L.D. said. “We had no presence early. That was 
very glaring.”

•

This game reminded me of Stan Van Gundy’s warning to the Magic that they can’t go through the 
motions heading into the playoffs because they don’t have the same credibility as the Celtics, Lakers or 
Spurs. The Hawks don’t, either, and winning three out of four against the Magic didn’t do anything to 
change that.

•

The Hawks did come back and made it a competitive game but it never felt like they intended to win it. “I 
am hoping these guys are not looking at these games as games to take off and finish the season out,” 
Drew said. “These last four games are about fine tuning. That means we have to do things with a sense 
of urgency, with a passion, and like everything is on the line.”

•

None of the starters played more than 30 minutes. The bench players other than Teague weren’t that 
impressive (Atlanta’s depth looks weak even against the East’s No. 8 team) but it’s not like the reserves 
gave up the ghost.

•

The Hawks were down 24-20 when Teague and Damien joined Jamal and Al on the court. They trailed 
31-23 when Etan replaced Al. When the starters returned in the second quarter, the Pacers were up 47-
38.

•

The Hawks were down 12 by the time the reserves took over again late in the third quarter. They got 
within eight four times in the fourth but the likes of McRoberts, Dunleavy and Foster held them off as 
Indy scored 32 points in the fourth.

•

“We are trying to get our momentum for the playoffs so we wanted to win this game,” Teague said. “But 
we came out a little flat. The second unit wanted to get in there and try to win the game and play hard 
and speed up the tempo of the game. Tonight in the first half we came in and we didn’t do that and it 
kind of dragged on during the game.”

•

The Hawks never had any kind of offensive flow among the starters or reserves. They tied a season low 
with 11 assists and had 11 turnovers through thee quarters.

•

Hansbrough made Al work and it didn’t seem like he wanted to until Hansbrough got him a few times.•
Joe’s nemesis, Granger, pretty much got whatever he wanted.•
Zaza (11 of the team’s 36 rebounds, six free-throw attempts in 28 minutes) keeps showing why he 
deserved consistent minutes all along. Not so much the other three reserve bigs, who combined for five 
rebounds in 35 minutes.

•

Pape Sy made his NBA debut with 3:08 to play. He said his mother and sister were watching the game 
back in France. “It feels good to get on the court,” he said. “It feels like I want to play more now.”

•

Sy looks like an NBA player at least: long, athletic and pretty quick. He’s already providing NBA-ready 
quotes, too: “It’s bad to lose but I think we are trying to find our rhythm for the playoffs. We have to use 
these three more games to get ready.”

•

Sy made a couple good plays. He stripped Danny Granger of the ball and exploded down the court. He 
missed the layup under pressure, though, much to the disappointment of his teammates on the bench.

•

Later Sy got into the paint and kicked out to Teague at the 3-point line. Teague blew by the closeout and 
scored on a floater.

•

An improved floater is one reason Teague is looking more and more confident. He’s always looking to 
get to the basket lately and he’s starting to get more calls because of that (7 for 9 on free throws 
tonight).

•

“Lester Conner has been telling me since we played the Spurs that they wanted me to be like Tony 
Parker and try to get into the lane,” Teague said. “He said ‘That’s what we expect from you’ so I just try 
to do that from now on.”

•

Teague was definitely more in scoring than set-up mode. “He is shooting every damn time he touches 
the ball,” Jamal joked. “He’s playing with a lot of confidence. He understands his quickness can help us 
on both ends of the floor. We just have to let him continue to be aggressive, be confident and make 
plays.”

•

For the second game in a row Joe looked like he was working on his one-on-one moves more than 
playing within any kind of team concept. He had 17 points on 14 shots.

•
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Just before halftime Joe had the ball on the right side as his teammates instinctively cleared out for him. 
Hinrich is new, though, and doesn’t know the routine. He started to run the baseline to the ball side but 
Joe snapped at him to go back. Hinrich threw up his arms in exasperation and laughed as he complied, 
and then J.J. scored on a knifing move in the lane.

•

Why do I get the feeling we’ll see that scenario again during the playoffs? And it won’t be so simple for 
J.J. to score with Dwight stalking the paint.

•

It was obvious once again how much of a void there is when Smoove isn’t on the court. The Pacers 
scored 54 points in the paint and collected 15 offensive rebounds.

•

Josh’s shot selection might drive you crazy but he’s Atlanta’s only defensive presence helping at the rim 
and is tied for ninth in defensive rebounding rate among starting forwards.

•

Now it’s on to Washington, where JC2 no doubt is eager to get his against the Hawks.•
“I’m happy for him,” Al said. “I think he caught a lot of people by surprise. I’m just happy he’s getting an 
opportunity to play. A kid like that deserved a chance to play. Here it is tough because we have so many 
weapons, especially at his position. But I am just happy to see him succeed.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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