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The Hawks were down 60-49. They couldn’t score. J.J. dribbled out a possession and missed a forced 3
-pointer over Rondo.

•

This is where you figured the Hawks would fold. That’s been there M.O. for over a month now. You 
could sense Hawks fans at Philips bracing for the inevitable.

•

Instead, the Hawks kept competing. They got stops. They rebounded. They earned free throws. They 
came back to beat a tough team with a tough effort.

•

“Third quarter it could have gone either way,” Al said. “Guys really stayed together, we took it a play at a 
time and we didn’t get discouraged. Instead of hanging our heads we focused more on defense. That’s a 
good sign. We are starting to figure it out.”

•

That’s two games in a row where the Hawks found it tough to score against opponents who play good D 
but managed to stick it out for a W. For all the fretting about the offense, could it be that the Hawks are 
finally developing a defensive identity that will allow them to win even when it’s not pretty?

•

That’s what Al has been looking for all year: “I’m actually happy. In the past I haven’t felt like that. Guys 
are really buying into defense. Even though struggled defensively, we found a way.”

•

“We had to grind it out,” Smoove said. “Boston is a hell of a defensive team and they made us work 
hard for every shot we took. We answered the bell and guys really stepped up and I’m just really proud 
of my teammates. Even thought shots were not falling we are playing stingy on the defensive end. We 
are not scoring, they are not scoring. That’s what we need to do with get consistent wins.”

•

Where has that been?•
“We learned,” Zaza said. “Maybe it was late, but it always good to figure out something.”•
L.D. might have discovered that Zaza needs to play big minutes when the Hawks need the physical 
presence he’s always talking about and regulars can take a seat when they aren’t getting it done.

•

“Zaza was playing super, super well,” L.D. said. “I was not going to take him out of the game. He was 
doing a great job. He was a presence in there, he was rebounding, he was going after loose balls. He 
was doing a lot of big man things. We got into a rhythm when he came into a game and I did not want to 
break that rhythm.”

•

Zaza thrashed the C’s on the boards, D’d up old nemesis KG and got to the free-throw line by way of 
aggression. The Hawks can use all of that.

•

“I thought Zaza Pachulia was the toughest dude on the floor and changed the whole game,” Doc Rivers 
said. “He was banging everybody, getting offensive rebounds, and I thought that was a great move by 
them.”

•

Smoove was offering little beyond missed jump shots and lax D so he sat while Zaza played.•
“We was rolling,” Josh said. “Zaza was playing his ass off. You have got to reward a man by putting your 
trust in him so that’s what I did. I was one of the biggest cheerleaders over there. Individual accolades 
don’t mean anything as long as we win as a team and play consistently that’s all that matters.”

•

There’s something about the Celtics at Philips that turns Zaza into a wrecking machine.•
“Maybe he needs to visualize everybody in a Celtics uniform,” Smoove said. “Like ‘Waterboy,’ make an 
illusion like he ses KG and Paul Pierce.”

•

“They can be very arrogant sometimes,” Al said. “I think they have come at ‘Z’ the wrong way and it’s 
fired him up. ‘Z’ is not going to back down from anyone. For some reason they think they can come at 
him. ‘Z’ is a good player and I am very proud that he came out and showed what he can do.”

•

“I don’t hate them,” Zaza said. “I just like to play them. It goes back to playoffs, not only for me, but also 
for the fans.”

•

They went crazy when Zaza did damage, finally drowning out all the Celtics supporters.•
“He plays with so much fire,” Jamal said. “He’s one of the few players who gets the fans into it. They 
love him.”

•

They loved Jamal tonight, too. He was the only consistent thing the Hawks had going offensively and the 
only guy attacking the basket for long stretches. He scored 12 straight points to keep the Hawks afloat in 
the second quarter.

•

“We set some screens for him and he was exploding off the screens,” L.D. said. “He’s Jamal he’s going 
to dance with it a little bit for the most part I thought he came off the screen-and-rolls and really came off 
and separated from the screens. That’s how he has to be.”

•

Page 1 of 3Atlanta Hawks: Hawks 88, Celtics 83 | Atlanta Hawks

4/2/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2011/04/02/atlanta-hawks-hawks-88-celtics-83/?cxntfid=blogs_...



Jamal also helped spark the rally in the second half with his rebounding and playmaking. He did both on 
one key play, rebounding a miss and quickly finding Zaza for a layup that gave the Hawks a 71-69 lead.

•

The Celtics scored 16 points in the third quarter and 15 in the fourth.•
“Clearly our defense was the staple tonight,” L.D. said. “When you stay within striking distance at home, 
all you are looking for is to get on a little of a roll, a little run and gain some momentum. We did that 
when and Jamal came in the game and energized us when we were flat.”

•

The jump shots weren’t falling so the Hawks found other ways to score when things got tight (or at least 
they did after a few unfortunate renditions of Iso-Joe). In the fourth quarter, they got to the free-throw 
line and made 11 of 13 attempts and hit the offensive glass for 10 second-chance points.

•

“If you are a great defensive team, you can never allow that many points in the fourth quarter,” Doc said.•
Joe was in foul trouble early and then missed 13 shots in a row at one point. He kept pressing for a 
while but then started darting to the rim and drawing fouls. He made 5 of 5 free-throw attempts in the 
fourth.

•

“I made a conscience effort in second half to put the ball in Joe’s hand as much as we could,” Drew said. 
“I thought the guys responded to that.”

•

Maybe, but I saw the ball stop with Joe and the offense stangante. Playing that way makes it too easy 
for a great defensive team like the Celtics.

•

The Celtics can be taken on the boards. The Hawks did it, collecting 38 of their 41 misses, including 11 
of 12 in the fourth quarter.

•

The Celtics made it tough for Al to get position and challenged his jump shots early. He got loose for 10 
points on eight shots after halftime and also had seven of his 12 defensive boards.

•

L.D. still wasn’t ready to say the Hawks have figured things out.•
“Not yet. I like what I am seeing, especially getting two quality wins against two quality opponents. I’ve 
been waiting for this type of effort. I see signs but I’m not going to go out on a limb right now and say we 
are there. There are six games left and try to get as many wins as we can and, more importantly, get a 
rhythm and some momentum going into the playoffs.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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