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Orlando–Some stats types are dismissive of the Hawks’ Game 1 victory because of the way Hurricane Dwight 

scattered them and also because of all of those long jump shots they made.

Example: Mike Prada of SBNation.

Apparently, it is possible for an NBA team to allow a player to score 46 points and be universally 

praised for it. Dwight Howard ran all over the Atlanta Hawks’ single-coverage, but because 

nobody else on his team decided to do much of anything, the Hawks came away with a Game 1 

victory on the road. Howard and Jameer Nelson scored 73 points; everyone else on the Magic 

scored 20. Howard and Nelson shot 26-41; everyone else shot 8-34. It was a brilliant strategy by 

the Hawks to make sure that their horrible teammates had horrible games. Let’s praise them for it!

Snark aside, the bottom line is this. Playing Howard straight-up and taking away the three-point 

shooters is a strategy. Allowing Howard to score 46 points and hope his teammates shoot 8-34 is 

not. Luckily, the Hawks shot nearly 50 percent from 16-23 feet and made it work. That doesn’t 

mean it’s a sustainable long-term strategy, but whenever writers are given the chance to question 

Howard’s worth as a player for being just the 11th player since 1985 to score 45 or more points in 

a playoff game and lose, they’ll take it.

I like the snark, especially in service of going against the grain to knock down memes. But Prada’s take is 

pretty cynical. “Nobody else on the team decided to do much of anything” makes it sound as if the Hawks gave 

Dwight’s teammates lots of opportunities and they just didn’t take them. Similarly “hope his teammates shoot 8-

34″ could instead be construed as “try to make sure they do.” Isn’t that the whole point of staying home on 

them?

And I hope no one is questioning Howard’s worth as a player based on Game 1 (or based on much of 

anything, really). Heck, if I’m the Magic, I don’t worry about getting anybody else involved if Dwight is 

hammering the Hawks again. Why give more chances to players who are not going to be as efficient? If Dwight 

has another monster game, the Magic could simply cut down on their turnovers, get more stops (which Stan 

Van Gundy acknowledges won’t be easy because of the match ups) and win. If so, the Dwight Defense will 

have been conquered.

Game 1 is not an indictment of Howard’s worth as a player. Instead, as Rob Mahoney noted at 

ProBasketballTalk: “This series could stand as an exercise [in] the limits of superstardom, as even a game-

changing force like Howard is left a spectator to the shortcomings of his own teammates.”

It’s true the Hawks made a lot of long 2s but put that in the context that they made them at a higher percentage 

than any team during the regular season. It’s a tad dismissive to chalk it up those Game 1 jumpers to luck 

when the Hawks have more skilled jump shooters than most teams (and when the Magic don’t have the 
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defenders to consistently challenge those shots). And much to my surprise the Hawks, thanks to J.J., were 

more than just a jump-shooting team in Game 1.

Van Gundy is a stats guy and also outspoken, so I thought he would shrug off Atlanta’s ability to make the 

most inefficient shots in basketball over the long run. But he didn’t do so.

“They are efficient with it,” Van Gundy said. “A lot of people don’t know that Al Horford, outside of 10 or 12 

feet, he is the highest-percentage shooter in the league. That includes guards and guys like Nowitzki. Now he 

doesn’t stretch it out to three but he can make those shots. . . . They have a lot of guys who shoot the ball very 

well from that range. If we can get them down below what they normally do then I think we have a hell of a 

chance.”

Sounds like Van Gundy isn’t only hoping the Hawks miss those shots but believes the Magic actually have to 

do something to stop them.

Notes

Unlike yesterday, Josh didn’t have ice on his sore elbow prior to shootaround. “It feels better,” he said. 
“Two days [rest] did good. It feels all right. I still feel [pain] a little bit but I am pretty sure I won’t feel it 
tonight.” Josh said he would probably wear a padded sleeve tonight.

•

L.D. said he didn’t expect Josh’s injury to limit him much: “When he’s not scoring he has the ability to 
impact the game. The one thing I’ve talked to him in this series is zeroing in on Turkoglu and not allow 
him to get into a rhythm. I really believe with the elbow hurt he can still impact the game.”

•

Drew on adjustments for Game 2: “We are going to start the game as we did the last game. I am not 
going to panic with adjustments until we start getting hurt with things. Sometimes I think the tendency is 
to start making adjustments when there is no need to. I am not going to do anything out of the ordinary. 
If you have to make adjustments, do it but not if you don’t have to.”

•

Drew on how the Hawks will react of the Magic run them off jump shots: “If the drive allows us to get to 
the basket, we will get to the basket. If it allows us to play a mid range game, we will play with that. We 
are going to allow our instincts to take over. We are not going to predetermine what we are going to do 
offensively. The one thing we can’t do is shy away from getting to the basket, irregardless of who is 
down there. We recognize Dwight being a defensive presence in the low block and near the basket but I 
don’t think that should shy away from getting to the basket.”

•

J.J. on Orlando’s plan to disrupt him more in Game 2: “I’m going to just pick my spots like I did in Game 
1. Not be too aggressive, but at the same time be aggressive enough to where I am making plays. We 
will see. I am sure they are going to come a lot quicker, especially with the double teams. We will see 
how everything works out.”

•

Josh on expecting the Magic to play with more intensity: “We have to control the tempo of the game 
because with them having the fans on their side it is going to be pretty hard to win the game. So we 
have to stay even-keeled when they make a run, don’t get discouraged and fight back and make a run of 
our own.”

•

Joe on the team’s mindset: “Like I said before Game 1, I think we are all ready and prepared in here. We 
are all confident and we believe in one another.”

•

AJC wise guy Jeff Schultz weighs in on Van Gundy and Dwight’s takes on Twin’s tactics.•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 … 14 Next » Show All

Tell us what you think about the site

Send us 

your 

suggestion

s about 

this page.

 

Send a feedback technical issue

Page 2 of 4Atlanta Hawks at Magic Game 2: Dwight Defense and jump shots Part II? | Atlanta Hawks

4/20/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2011/04/19/atlanta-hawks-at-magic-game-2-dwight-defense-an...



 Your e-mail address (will not be shared)  

Subscribe »

Customer Care »

Vacation stops, manage subscriptions and more

AJC Services

Staff contacts•
Reprints and permission•
Contests•
Submit event listings•
Send us news tips•
Careers at AJC•
Careers at Cox•
AJC Store•
AJC Conversation•

Sections

News•
Sports•
Entertainment•
Travel•
Business•
Lifestyle•
Obituaries•

Other Editions

Sign up for newsletters•
Digital Products•
AJC for iPad•
Sign up for ajcMobile•
RSS and Widgets•
Today's news | A1 image•
Archives•

Guides

Best of Atlanta•
School Guide•
Neighborhood Guide•
AJC in Education•
Atlanta Home Sales•
Atlanta Topics•
Travel Guide•
Atlanta Holiday Guide•
Atlanta Crime & Safety•

Advertising

About our ads•
Advertise with us•
E-Sheets•

Page 3 of 4Atlanta Hawks at Magic Game 2: Dwight Defense and jump shots Part II? | Atlanta Hawks

4/20/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2011/04/19/atlanta-hawks-at-magic-game-2-dwight-defense-an...



AJC Sites

ajc.com•
AccessAtlanta•
Atlanta Jobs•
Atlanta Homes•
Atlanta Apartments•
Atlanta Cars•
Atlanta Classifieds•
Mundo Hispánico•
BuenRato•
Cars on AutoTrader.com•

 Visitor Agreement | Privacy Statement 
© 2011 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Search ajc.com…   
  

Page 4 of 4Atlanta Hawks at Magic Game 2: Dwight Defense and jump shots Part II? | Atlanta Hawks

4/20/2011http://blogs.ajc.com/hawks/2011/04/19/atlanta-hawks-at-magic-game-2-dwight-defense-an...


