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Adding to the notebook that appears in print . . .

Al is of the mind that if he’s going to play, he might as well play his regular role: “We need to stay sharp. 
Being honest, one game sitting out, I don’t think it’s a bad idea. Especially Joe; he has little nick-nacks. 
He is not going to say anything but I know it would be good for him to get some rest. But at the same 
time we need to be in rhythm so I can understand why [L.D.] maybe just wants to reduce minutes. But 
we are still trying to win games.”

•

Twin and Smoove also suggested Joe is hurting more than he’s letting on, which obviously wouldn’t be 
the first time. Both mentioned the elbow could still be an issue. J.J. still frequently ices the right thumb.

•

Josh on he and Joe playing with nagging injuries: “Certain people have a high threshold for pain. We’d 
rather be out there playing than dealing with that training table and rehab. I think that’s more of a 
pressure. You really do more things doing that than on the court. So you’d rather be out there helping 
the team and contributing. But we understand that right now we have to get healthy. Especially Joe 
because he’s our offensive leader.”

•

Josh said he would play Monday against the Heat: “That’s a good game to come back to.”•
Twin on the ankle: I will be all right. Injuries are a part of the game. I will be OK. I have had lots of 
sprained ankles in my basketball career and this is another one on the list.”

•

L.D. on his reaction to Twin going down: “I was very concerned. I am just glad that he got right back up. 
We all know that he is going to be a very important piece in the first round against Orlando, as all of my 
bigs will be. We hope we can keep guys as injury-free as we possibly can.”

•

Drew on the Hawks being two games shy of the franchise record for road Ws: “I was not aware of that 
but I think our team has accomplished some things on the road. We’ve shown spots of showing how to 
play on the road and with some consistency. These last four games I don’t want to change anything. I 
want to do what’s been good to us: control tempo, take care of the basketball, and the shot selection has 
to be good. Normally when we do all three of those things, that’s been the big reasons we’ve had 
success on the road.”

•

Drew on the Teague-Hinrich backcourt: “I like it. With both of those guys out there, in Jeff I have speed, 
I have quickness and a guy that can really get up and harass the ball. That’s one of his strengths 
defensively. Offensively, [it's] his ability to get in the paint. So any combination with Jeff out there with 
Jamal or Kirk or even Joe I think it’s good for us. From what I have seen, both Jeff and Kirk play off 
each other pretty well, too. So that’s something we could see down the stretch.”

•

Teague on playing alongside Hinrich: “It’s a lot easier. Defensively, you know he’s going to have your 
help and I am going to have his back. He’s easy to play with. He passes the ball and gets everybody 
involved. It makes your job a lot easier when you know a guy is willing to give up the ball. He’s a good 
player.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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