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Miami Heat's Mike Bibby faces former team Friday in Atlanta 

Former Hawks guard still finding his way on the court with Heat 

By Shandel Richardson, Sun Sentinel 

8:27 PM EDT, March 17, 2011 

MIAMI  

He is all but a memory these days with his former team. 

Miami Heat guard Mike Bibby spent just three years 
with the Atlanta Hawks, but became a fan favorite and 
was well-liked. Now, the locker he once used now 
belongs to Kirk Hinrich and all of the images of Bibby 
in Phillips Arena have been removed. 

Still, Bibby is looking forward to facing his old friends 
for the first time since being shipped to Washington in a 
trade before landing with the Heat a few days later. 

"I think it's going to be fun," Bibby said. "Good to see 
some of my old friends. I was good friends with people 
on the team, people in the organization. It should be a 
good homecoming." 

This is hardly LeBron James returning to Cleveland or Chris Bosh going back to Toronto, but Bibby 
says he's kept in touch with several of his former teammates. It's an experience Bibby has grown 
accustomed to, with the Heat being the fifth stop during his 13-year career. 

"I've talked to some of them," Bibby said of the Hawks. "They've texted me here, back and forth. It's 
going to be fun." 

Bibby was averaging 9.4 points and 3.6 points in Atlanta before switching zip codes a couple times. He 
was first traded to the Wizards for Hinrich. After two games, Washington bought out his contract, 
leaving Bibby free to join another team. 

He began talks with agent David Falk about playing for a title-contender. Those discussions became 
reality when he officially signed with the Heat on March 3. 

"You can just tell the guys on here have a winning mentality," Bibby said when he signed. "You need 
that in this league. We're all on the same team. I'm not coming here trying to do anything, take 
anybody's minutes or anything else. I'm just here to help the team win. We're all a team. We're all in this 
together." 
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Bibby said the only regret in the matter was the way the Hawks handled the trade. He felt there should 
have been more dialogue between both parties, but said it was time "to move on." 

"I just felt that out of respect they could've told me that morning [of the trade]," Bibby said recently. " I 
saw everybody in the morning but I wasn't told until it happened. It's not a big deal, it happens in this 
league." 

The Hawks haven't been exactly more fortunate with Bibby's replacement. Atlanta is just 5-6 since 
Hinrich joined the team. He is averaging 9.3 points and 2.3 assists, starting eight of 10 games he's been 
active. 

Bibby and the Heat have seen similar results. The Heat are just 3-5 with Bibby in the lineup, including 
losing the first four games he was on the roster. Bibby has had his moments. He scored 17 points, 
making all five of his 3-point attempts, in a win against the Memphis Grizzlies on March 12. 

He said comfort on the court remains the biggest issue, but has already developed chemistry in the 
locker room. It helps that teammates Eddie House is Bibby's brother-in-law. House is married to Bibby's 
sister. 

"Everybody's going to feel comfortable off the court," Bibby said. "That's the first place you got to be as 
far as when you come in with 12, 14 or 15 new guys you've got to get acclimated with. The easiest thing 
is when they come in and make you feel like you've been here all season." 
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