
 

 
  

 
Reeling Hawks see Sixers gain on them 

By Marc Narducci 

Inquirer Staff Writer 

Atlanta Hawks coach Larry Drew didn't mince words describing his team before the game 
against the 76ers Wednesday night at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Drew called his team fragile. He was more restrained in his postgame talk but in no better 
mood after the Sixers defeated the Hawks, 105-100. 

These teams are going in opposite directions, and the Hawks' once-tight grip on the fifth seed 
in the Eastern Conference has loosened considerably. 

The Sixers (37-34) now trail Atlanta (40-32) by 21/2 games for the fifth spot, and have 11 
games left while the Hawks have 10. The Sixers lead the seventh-seeded New York Knicks by 
two games. 

"With the way things have gone in the month of March, we are a little fragile right now," Drew 
said before the game. 

Then the Sixers won by outscoring the Hawks, 31-20, in the final quarter. 

"In the fourth quarter, we didn't execute very well and didn't take advantage of a couple of 
situations, and they got on a run and we didn't recover," Drew said. 

Each team had an interesting take on the fight for the fifth spot in the East. 

"I know we have 10 games to go and they are behind us and we're not looking behind, we're 
looking ahead," Drew said. 

Funny, but Sixers forward Elton Brand, who had 13 points and 11 rebounds, is looking in the 
same direction. 

"I am not watching who is behind us in the standings, I'm looking who is ahead of us," Brand 
said. "We . . . put a loss in their column and a win in our column, and it bodes well for our 
confidence," Brand said. 

It's amazing how confidence can wane even for a veteran team like the Hawks, who saw the 
Sixers go on a 14-0 run that began late in the third quarter. 

"When they went on a run, it was like, 'Oh, no, it's happening again,' " said Hawks forward 
Josh Smith, who had 33 points and 12 rebounds. "We can't feel sorry for ourselves and have 
to come closer together, stay positive, and as long as we do that we'll be OK, but we have to 
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do it now." 

Before the game, Drew talked about how the Hawks, who are 4-8 this month and lost, 114-81, 
at home on Tuesday to Chicago, have not reacted well to adversity. 

After the game, Atlanta center Al Horford agreed. 

"I think we struggle at times as a team and don't handle adversity and it's something we're 
fighting through and guys are openly talking about it now," Horford said. "We're trying to get 
over that hump and get better." 

Whether the Sixers can catch Atlanta remains to be seen, but they have clearly gotten the 
Hawks' attention. 

"When they got down, they didn't panic," said Jamal Crawford, who had 10 points. "They are 
really resilient and doing a great job over there." 

  

Contact staff writer Marc Narducci at 856-779-3225 or mnarducci@phillynews.com. 
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