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Hawks' Smith returns to court

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

7:58 p.m. Sunday, March 6, 2011 

Hawks forward Josh Smith started after missing the past two games with a sprained medial collateral 

ligament in his right knee. Smith played with a heavy brace. 

Coach Larry Drew said Smith felt good enough at Saturday's practice to play, but the team wanted to 

see how his knee responded Sunday morning before making a final decision. Last week's games are the 

first Smith has missed this season. 

Smith moved without apparent problem and played 15 minutes in the first half. 

Williams makes peace 

Hawks forward Marvin Williams said he spoke with Knicks forward Shawne Williams, whom he fought 

in the teams' second game at Philips Arena Jan. 28, during the teams' third game in New York Feb. 16. 

"He knows there's no bad blood on my end and I feel the same way," Marvin Williams said. "It was one of 

those things and it got heated and it happens." 

Marvin Williams was suspended two games for his role in the fight; Shawne Williams was suspended one 

game. 

Trade evaluation 

The Knicks are the first Eastern Conference team to see the Hawks before and after their trade for guard 

Kirk Hinrich and center Hilton Armstrong. Knicks coach Mike D'Antoni called Hinrich "one of the 

better defensive players in the league" and gave his approval of the deal. 

"He's sped up their offense," D'Antoni said. "They're still learning each other, but Kirk's a good addition." 

Etc. 

Guard Jamal Crawford extended his NBA record for career four-point plays to 33 in the second quarter. 

Crawford was fouled by Knicks forward Amar'e Stoudemire on a successful 3-pointer from the corner. 

… Knicks guard Chauncey Billups did not play; he's out with a bruised left quadriceps. In four games 

with the Knicks,Billups is averaging 23.3 points per game. Toney Douglas of Jonesboro High started in 

his place. … Armstrong scored his first point for the Hawks in the first quarter on a free throw. 

Page 1 of 2Hawks' Smith returns to court  | ajc.com

3/7/2011http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-smith-returns-to-862819.html?printArticle=y



Find this article at: 

http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-smith-returns-to-862819.html

Print this page Close 

Page 2 of 2Hawks' Smith returns to court  | ajc.com

3/7/2011http://www.ajc.com/sports/atlanta-hawks/hawks-smith-returns-to-862819.html?printArticle=y


