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Josh Smith may sit again with knee injury
3:44 pm March 3, 2011, by Ken Sugiura

1. Don’t count on Josh Smith playing Friday night. Larry Drew isn’t. Smith, who sat out Wednesday’s win over 

Chicago with his right knee ligament sprain, did not practice Thursday. Smith said the problem is the pain he 

feels when cutting on the knee. It’s the first game he’s missed this season.

“I’ve been blessed throughout this whole season to really not be plagued with an injury,” Smith said. “I guess it 

was my turn. I’m definitely frustrated. I’m a competitor and I definitely want to be out there, but my teammates 

were telling me just to rest my body and get myself as close to 100 percent as possible before I get back out 

there.”

Smith joked that he’s a player-coach and that, if he doesn’t play against the Thunder, he’ll take a seat next to 

Drew and help him draw up plays.

2. Drew does plan on Oklahoma City Thunder forward Kevin Durant playing. Durant sprained his ankle in the 

Thunder’s win Wednesday against team. He was listed Thursday as doubtful to play against the Hawks.

Drew: “Let’s say I won’t lose any sleep if he didn’t play.”

Joe Johnson: “Injuries happen, knickknacks happen and you’ve got to go with your guys. No team is going to 

feel pity on anybody. This is part of the NBA.”

3. Al Horford has more range than we knew. Horford, who made his first 3-pointer of the season against 

Chicago, spends time on the shot in practice. Drew said that last summer he saw Horford shooting 3-pointers 

in the practice gym and asked him to take five 3-pointers at five different spots around the arc. Horford made 

23 of 25, he said.

After he made his 3-pointer Wednesday, Drew was drawing up a pick-and-roll play that had Horford spaced out

on the baseline.

“And he asked me, ‘Do you want me to stay inside the 3 or outside the 3?’” Drew said. “I said, ‘You do what 

you want to do.’”

Horford doesn’t sound like he plans to open up a new part of his game, although he sounded a confident note 

about his shot.

“If it’s called for me to be out there, I’ll do it,” he said.

Drew was not terribly keen on the idea.

“I’ve already got one guy I’m trying to (limit taking 3-pointers),” Drew said laughing. “I don’t need two.”

4. The Bulls’ 30-point second half was the lowest allowed by the Hawks in a half this season and also the 

fewest scored by the Bulls in a half.
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“I knew we were in a stretch where we didn’t score a basket for awhile, and I noticed that the score was still 

close, so that meant they weren’t going, either,” Johnson said. “But I had no clue we held them to 30 points. 

That was crazy.”

5. The excitement over Kirk Hinrich’s arrival continues.

Johnson: “He’s a guy who really sticks his nose in there (on defense). He loves taking charges and he loves 

the challenge in defending and rebounding. So that’s big from a guard standpoint. … With Kirk in the lineup, 

we’re 3-0. What more can I say?”

Smith described him as “a guy that can get under a point guard’s skin with his toughness and the way he’s 

able to pick the ball up and play defense and get over screens, a guy that can knock down an open jump shot 

and create his own jump shot and get in the paint and dish it off, as well. He’s a guy that can help us a lot.”

6. Drew said he’s still contemplating a lineup change, and said he was close to pulling the trigger before the 

Golden State game, but the trade precluded him from doing so.

“I wanted to really give this homestand a really good look and then after coming back last night, that’s still 

weighing on me, whether we need to do something to kind of re-energize our guys,” he said. “Maybe having 

Kirk in the starting lineup, maybe that’s the answer. We’ll see.”

7. According to the good folks at the Elias Sports Bureau, the Bulls were the ninth team since the 07-08 

season to score the first 14 points in a game, but the first to lose that game.

Also, with 31 points and 16 rebounds, Horford became the first Hawk since Dikembe Mutombo to go for 30-15 

or more. Mutombo did it in a double-overtime game in Nov. 1997. The last Hawk to do it in a regulation game 

was Kevin Willis in March 1994.
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