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Hawks fall to Knicks

By Ken Sugiura  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

11:04 p.m. Sunday, March 6, 2011 

Less than a week ago, the Hawks had their sights set on the Orlando Magic in the standings and 

declared that they controlled their destiny. The Hawks' grasp on destiny appears to be slipping.

Sunday at Philips Arena, the Hawks tripped and fell against the New York Knicks in a 92-79 loss. The 

Hawks defended the high-scoring Knicks well for three quarters before staggering home.

"Right now, we're in disarray," coach Larry Drew said.

The Hawks (37-26) have lost two games in a row and three of their last four at Philips. They trail Orlando 

by three games for fourth place in the Eastern Conference and are four games ahead of New York (32-

29) with 19 games to play. They face the Los Angeles Lakers, Chicago Bulls and Portland Trail Blazers 

in their next three games.

"I think everybody's got to look inside and figure out what they have to do better," center Al Horford said.

The Hawks were unusually ineffective on offense. Against one of the weakest defensive teams in the 

league, the Hawks turned the ball over 21 times, tied their season-low with nine free throws and became 

the first team this season to fail to clear 80 points against the Knicks. Horford took eight shots, making 

two.

Said Horford, "I just couldn’t get it going on offense."

Still, the Hawks trailed 64-63 with 9:38 to play on a Jamal Crawford jumper. Then, the Knicks scored on 

their next eight possessions, including three 3-pointers, to push the lead to 83-65 with 5:16 to play to 

effectively end the game.

"We're not playing with the type of confidence and the type of swagger we should be playing with at 

home," said Drew, who met with the team for an atypically long time after the game. "And that's a very 

disturbing thing."

As against Chicago last Wednesday, the Hawks fell behind early, allowing the Knicks to gain leads of 7-0 

and 11-3. Getting a break with Knicks guard Chauncey Billups (bruised thigh) on the bench, the Hawks 

held down New York's star forward Carmelo Anthony. Fighting migraine headaches after getting poked in 

the eye in the first quarter, Anthony scored 14 points, 11 points below his average, on 18 shots.
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However, Knicks forward Amar'e Stoudemire gouged the Hawks for 26 points with seven rebounds. He 

was mostly guarded by forward Josh Smith, who came back after missing two games with a sprained 

medial collateral ligament in his right knee. Smith had his moments – he forced a missed jumper at one 

end and ran the floor to dunk an alley-oop pass from Joe Johnson to give the Hawks a 53-52 lead in the 

third quarter – but was not all the way back.

"I think I thought about it too much but it's going to happen like that until I get the rust off," said Smith, 

who wore a heavy brace on the knee.
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