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Perhaps it’s best to just skip those video “highlights” above.•
The Hawks got down and stayed down. At Philips. Again. The Bulls balled and the Hawks bailed.•
The Hawks checked out against Orlando last spring (can’t say they did the same vs. Bucks after that W 
in Game 6). This time it looks like they are doing it before the playoffs even start.

•

L.D. keeps preaching the same things and nothing changes. Is he still confident he can get through to 
this group?

•

“I am going to keep trying.” he said. “Right now I think the most important thing with our team has 
nothing to do with Xs and Os. It’s got to do with just our whole mental state. Coming out and playing 
hard and sustaining that and being able to play hard for four quarters. I am going to continue to try to 
preach that message. Hopefully it will get through as we wind down this regular season.”

•

That’s not exactly a stirring speech to rally the Hawks but, hey, at least it’s honest.•
And, anyway, all the talk from the Hawks is getting old. At the expense of ticking off my blog people, who 
no doubt are sick and tired of hearing from the Hawks after games like this, I will share what they had to 
say. J.J. sounded as if he’s pretty tired of hearing it, too.

•

“We are a team that sits here in this locker room and talk about all the time ‘What we’ve got to do, what 
we need to do,’” he said. “And then we go out on the floor and do things that are out of our character. It 
makes us all look bad. Until we get that part of the game down we are going to continue to look bad. We 
have had countless meetings throughout the season that have meant nothing. I don’t even know what to 
say about it.”

•

Of course there is the possibility that what’s happening is completely in line with this group’s character. 
Could it be that the Hawks need a new mix of players and/or new voices?

•

“Maybe,” J.J. said. “Shaking it up a little always rejuvenates. I don’t know what we need. More so than 
anything come out and have each others’ backs. We haven’t been doing that, especially against upper-

•
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echelon teams. Teams that are not in the playoffs we will come out and play together and beat them. 
But the great teams, the top teams in the league, we come out and it seems like we don’t fight back.”
The Hawks now own the three worst home Ls in the league this season. “The [stuff] is starting to get 
embarrassing,” Smoove said. “We are too good of a team to be getting blown out in our own gym.”

•

“When you are at home you would think the sense of urgency would be there a little bit more and be 
jacked up and play with more energy,” Drew said. “We do the opposite for some reason. I am at a loss 
for words for that.”

•

Bulls fans invaded Philips but, as Drew said: “We should be used to it by now. It should be something 
we can totally just block it out and go play.”

•

Believe it or not the score was tied at 17-17 late in the first quarter. Then D-Rose and the Bulls put it on 
the Hawks and never let up.

•

“What happened the last time we were here was definitely on our minds,” Rose said. “We knew once we 
got that lead we couldn’t let that happen again.”

•

That was no sweat since the Hawks showed no indication that they wanted to make the Bulls work for it 
this time. “This team was up on us by 20 points at halftime last time we played here,” Smoove said. “We 
fought back, showed some resilliance. I seen the passion in our eyes and the will to win the game. 
Tonight it was just nonexistent.”

•

“It’s frustrating and it’s embarrassing as a competitor,” Marvin said. “I think everybody in here, including 
the coaching staff, is embarrassed with our effort today.”

•

“It went downhill very fast,” L.D. said. “It’s kind of a familiar sight to see–when a team makes a little run 
on us, our body language just changes. We have to learn how to respond in those situations. That’s just 
the bottom line. There is no magic pill. There is nothing to do but just roll your sleeves up and tough it a 
little bit more.”

•

Probably no one was going to slow D-Rose the way he was playing tonight. Teague didn’t even get a 
chance so I guess that means he’s officially dropped out of the rotation again.

•

Like he did at Chicago, D-Rose danced to the rim and did what he wanted without penalty.•
“We didn’t run any coverages,” Josh said. “We didn’t help each other and when you don’t help each 
other it gets contagious. We was giving up too much stuff–junmp shots, dribble drives to the paint, wide 
open layups, and no one was giving hard fouls. We didn’t show any resistance.”

•

The Bulls are starting to look like the class of the East. They won despite injuries. They keep winning 
even as their schedule toughens. This is the time of the year when the real teams announce themselves 
and the Bulls are doing it.

•

“Give them credit,” J.J. said. “They have been the hottest team in the league and they have been 
showing it all year. They came in here and kicked our ass pretty much the whole game. It is what it is.”

•

It’s also the time of year when teams who once looked good are exposed as lacking what it takes. That’s 
the Hawks.

•

“It’s going to take action. Results,” Joe said. “We are getting nothing out of sitting in here and talking 
about it or talking to one another. We have got to go out there on the court and do it. It’s matter of going 
out there and putting forth the effort.”

•

L.D. took Zaza out of the game in the second half and the two had words. I couldn’t make out exactly 
what Zaza said but it looked like he wasn’t happy about whatever Drew said to him.

•

L.D. said he told Zaza he didn’t like the jump shot he attempted on the previous possession: “You don’t 
go on your own, you don’t start trying to do things you aren’t capable of doing. You don’t deviate from 
what the team is expecting. You continue to play the right way. That was either a shot where he saw he 
was about to come out of the game or just a bad shot.”

•

Said Zaza: “Obviously a game like that nobody feels good about it. We are not happy. These kind of 
things happen. We move on.”

•

Al left the game in the second half with a hamstring strain. “He was OK,” Drew said. “I think the 
hamstring is still bothering him a little bit. We sat him in the fourth quarter and hopefully he will be ready 
to go tomorrow.”

•

Michael Cunningham, Hawks beat
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